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ABSTRACT

Nowadays, Shiitake mushroom consumption is increasing, since it has good taste,
good smell, and nutious, Shiitake mushroom consists of beneficial agent that can prevent several
diseases such as cancer, tumor, and accumulated fat in blood vessels, high blood pressure, anti-
virus and etc. And in addition to these advantages, it contains many esstiontial vitamins. As a
result, its import rate becomes very high, several million baht a year. The purpose of this study
was to study cost and return of Shiitake mushroom cultivation. And the benefits of Shiitake
mushroom cultivators, interest of investors, and individuals for making the decision to invest.

Population of this study was Shiitake mushroom cultivators in Doi Saket District,
Chiang Mai Province. This was divided by farm size into 20 small farms, 5 medium farms, and 13
large farms. Questionnaires were used in this study to collect the data, then mean and percentage
were used to analyze the data. In addition, collecting information from books, journals and
interviewing goverment officers and related persons was also done.

The result of the study found that 58.71% of Shiitake mushroom cultivators did not
work only by himself, the assistance among members of families existed. Most of the cultivators
had their own farm land. The main reason for Shiitake mushroom cultivation was the high selling
price. For investment capital, the cultivators got a loan and the major source was from their

community. The main investment capital was from loans, and the major loan source was The



Community Fund. The knowledge and techniques to solve cultivation problems were mainly
came from transferring information among cultivators themselves.

The average cost of Shiitake mushroom cultivation from small farm, medium farm
and large farm were 6,470.69 baht, 5,822.45 baht and 5,510.73 baht per 1000 bags of mushroom
respectively. The cost of large farm averaging from the cost of farm pattern 1 and pattern 2.The
average income were 10,614.24 baht, 10,845.14 baht and 11,405.36 baht respectively and resuit
in average profit of 4,143.55 baht, 5,022.69 baht and 5,894.63 baht. The ratio of profit to cost
were 64.04%, 86.26% and 106.97%. The ratio of profit to sale were 39.04%, 46.31% and 51.68%.
The ratio of return on investment were 161.52%, 274.36% and 200.06%.The payback periods
were 9 months, 5 months and 6 months respectively.

The average cost of Shiitake mushroom cultivation in Doi Saket District was 5,754.90
baht per 1000 bags of mushroom. The cost included variable cost such as labour cost for
preparing mushroom stock nursery and picking up as well as material and other expenses with a
total of 5,237.98 baht.The fixed cost such as rental and building tax as well as depreciation of
equipment totaled 516.92 baht. The average outcome of cultivation was 103.67 kilograms per
1,000 bags of mushroom. The average buying price was 105.68 baht per kilogram. The average
income was 10,955.85 bath making the average profit of 5,200.95 baht. The ratio of profit to cost
was 90.37%. The ratio of profit to sale was 47.47%.The ratic of return on investment was
189.01% and payback period was 7 months.

The Shiitake mushroom cultivators in Doi Saket District were faced with the
following problems and difficulties: inconstant output, un-growing and undersized mushrooms
resulting from lack of knowledge. In this case, the government should provide the cultivators
with knowledge and technique to increase the productivity. The suggestion in Shiitake mushroom
cultivation in Doi Saket District is that the goverment should play a role in supporting the
Shiitake mushroom cultivators in several areas such as providing knowledge in cuitivation,

promoting the cultivators, and providing a loan with low interest rate as their capital or subsidy.



