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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to 1) understand production and marketing systems of
farmers in two study areas 2) investigated farmer’s knowledge on North Organic Standard
Association (NOSA) 3) accessed the need for Organic Agricultural Certification Standards 4)
identified problem related to the production and marketing of small farmers in Chiang Mai. The
population of this research, Mae Tha group was 33 families growing organic vegetables of families
in Mae On Sub-District Mae On District, Chiang Mai province. The pesticide free was 30 families’
pesticide free vegetables in Yong Noeng Sub-District Saraphi District, Chiang Mai province. The
data collection was carried out through the used of semi-structured interview. The data analysis
were used descriptive statistics which provided the maximum value, the minimum value,
percentage value, average value and the value of the standard deviation (SD) and class interval.

The result showed that Mae Tha farmers group has been practiced organic integrated
farming with diverse species since 1986. The reasons the changed to organic production was health
problems with caused of chemical used. Mae Tha has received Organic Agricultural Certification
Standards from Organic Agriculture Certification Thailand (ACT) and the North Organic Standard
Association (NOSA). Since farmers have been involved with organic agricultural certifications in
1986, therefore, the high level (54.5 %) of farmers’ knowledge and practiced were found

accordingly to organic standards. However, farmers would like to have Organic Agricultural



Certification Standards because farmers expected to expand the market and the certification
standard makes consumers aware on organic product, increased organic production with can make
steadily farmers’ income. Problems and obstacles on production and marketing of Mae Tha group
found that farmers depend on seed from company and lacked of labor.

In pesticide free vegetable group, farmers were rotated their pesticide free vegetable
production throughout the year. Farmers were started pesticide free vegetable since 2005. The
changed caused by health problem and expected higher income from pesticide free vegetable
production. Majority of farmers have certification standards of Good Agricultural Practices (GAP),
for the production of fresh fruits and vegetables under food safety promotion. In 2010, the Office of
Agricultural of Saraphi district was the major organization encouraged farmers to produced organic
vegetable. Farmers indicated that having organic certification standard was less important than
having organic market. The organic production process was also complicated than pesticide free
production. However, farmers have high level (36.7 %) of knowledge and understanding on
Organic Agricultural Certification Standards. Problems and obstacles of production and marketing
found that farmers were lack of pesticide free market and lack of labor during high production
period.

The study concluded that Mae Tha group had experiences with organic production and
have organic certified more than 20 years, therefore, certification was useful for expand the market
and build confidence among consumers and make it more recognizable. It was different from
pesticide free vegetable group, Saraphi district, and farmers’ experiences in pesticide free
production for 5 years. It was found that farmers pay less attention for organic certification
standards although farmers would raise their production to organic. Farmers mentioned that organic
vegetable production more complicated than pesticide free vegetable production. It was suggested
that organic certification standards may important for expanding market for organic farmers whose
practiced more than 10 year. For farmers group whose recently practice in pesticide free and
organic production, it is necessary to seek market or set up organic market more than stimulate
farmers to have organic certification standards, because of the complication of production process

and farmers have to pay for the certification standards.



