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Abstract

The objective of this independent study was to study the farmers’ needs for agricultural
extension from Extension and Cooperatives Units, The Third Regional Development Office.
The data collection based on survey research was done by distributing questionnaires to
378 farmers in Samngao District, Tak Province. To analyze the data collection, the percentage,
mean, minimum, maximum and weight mean score were applied in this research.

The results of this study were as follows: most of the questionnaire respondents needed
for the agricultural extension in agriculture training in order to improved their agricultural
knowledge especially the modern agricultural techniques. However, the minority of farmers
did not need for the agricultural extension by given reasons that were timeless and non-essential
knowledge toward basic agriculture.

The cattle raising, farming, crop-farming, rice farming, horticulture and plant
propagation were the main agricultural extension training programs needed. Moreover, 2-3 days
of the training programs in the lunch time or after working period on April was the most
appropriate time. The training techniques which the farmers preferred were demonstration and
observation (study trip). The demonstrators or expert were from the militaries or agriculture
officers communicating by Thai official accent or Thai local language. The setting up budget

depended on each training programs.



There were some problems and treats that farmers had encountered from the operation
of Extension and Cooperatives Units, The Third Regional Development Office. 1) No projects
were planned by the military unit. 2) The unit’s service was not delivered through out the local
community. 3) There was no government units that advise or provide the agricultural knowledge.

The recommendations from this study were 1) The military unit should survey
the actual need of farmers. 2) Training programs in raising cattle, farming, crop-farming, rice
farming, horticulture, plant propagation and the process of increasing agricultural production
should be set up. 3) The military unit should not make the conditions as giving rewards to farmers
who participated in the training programs. 4) Following up and evaluating should be continuously
conducted. 5) The management teams of the military unit should have the agricultural knowledge

in order to support the objective of the military unit and benefit to everyone.



