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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study participitation of the Supanimit
Agricultural Co — operative’s member and its problems and recommendations in developing
co — operative work at Phrae province. The sample consisted of 178 respondants who are
the member of the Supanimit Huew Rong — Pai Tone Agricultural Co — operative and the
Supanimit Denchai Agricultural Co — operatives then the data from 150 respondants
(84.27%) were analyzed through descriptive statistics such as percentage, mean, standard
deviation, chi— square test and t— test.

The study results found that most of the members were female with the age
between 30 — 50 years old. Most of them had primary education and had no social status.
Their annual income were between 25,001 — 45,000 baht per family. They needed to participate
in cooperative activities 3 times /year.

As for participation in developing cooperatives it was found that they participated in
planning step at high level while implementing, evaluating and benefiting steps were at medium

level.



From hypothesis Testing, it was found that members’ experience in participation in
activities related to participation at 0.01 level of significance. The benefit expectation from
cooperative related to participation at 0.05 level of significance.

Problems and obstacles found in co - operative development were the size of the
office was too small and lacked of vehicles for transportation. People had less knowledge on
cooperative system because lacking of public relation continuously. In addition, cooperative
officer did not understand their roles. The foundation did not support cooperatives seriously.
Coordination between foundation and cooperatives were criticized as well as clear policy of the
foundation which was frequently changed or resisted to the cooperative regulations.

Recommendations from the study were that foundation should encourage members to
participate in cooperatives by motivating them to participate at the beginning of the program and
giving them chances to participate in activities. Encouraging them to participate in learning
exchange is also mentioned as well as to support the members to participate at the planning stage
by building up the awareness of cooperative development problem. Cooperatives should create

satisfaction to members in order to attain participation process.
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