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Abstract

The objectives of the research titled “Jaggery Production and Marketing
of Jaggery Farmers in Phrao District, Chiang Mai Province” were to (1) investigate
the situation and problem of jaggery marketing, (2) find out the cost and benefit of
cube and powder jaggery, and (3) find out approaches to solve jaggery production and
marketing problems. Qualitative research was applied as the research methodology.

It was found that in 2003/2004 the amount of 456,720 kilograms of jaggery
was produced in Phrao District, valued 5,937,360 Baht. The average price of cube and
powder jaggery was 13 and 12 baht/kg, respectively. The middlemen came to buy
jaggery at the production site. The marketing problem found to be price inconsistency
due to the amount of jaggery produced in each period throughout the year, which
allows the middlemen to set the price. Production cost of jaggery varies to type,
source of sugarcane used for production, labour and processing facilities. By using
sugarcane planted in their own land, the farmers could make the lowest production
cost of cube and powder at 8,525.54 and 8,425.54 baht/rai with the highest return at
210.46 and — 361.54 baht/rai, respectively. In contrary, buying tons of sugarcane
raised the highest production cost at 9,458.85 and 9,358.85 baht/rai with the lowest
return at —722.85 and —1,294.85 bahtrai, respectively. In order to solve marketing

problem, jaggery farmers formed into a group as to negotiate with middlemen and



collaborated with women group to open retail sale. This research suggests that jaggery

farmers should collaborate with such local developers as community developer and

sub-district agricultural extension worker in order to develop more retail sale.
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