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Abstract

The objective of this research was to find out the local wisdom of Phrao farmers
on sugarcane production, jaggery processing and marketing during September 2002 and
May 2003. A qualitative research process was applied as a research methodology. For
sugarcane production, it was grown as one of the economical crops among longan, rice,
and maize. A total of fifty farmers in five villages in two fambon in Phrao district
allocated 645 rai of land for sugarcane production. Several sugarcane cultivars were used,
but the dominant ones are U-Thong 1, Q83, and F156. The averaged production cost was
5,106 Baht/rai, however, varied slightly among farm size and labor used. Farmers
produced jaggery by using locally made equipments and kowledge. Furthermore, the
cane baggage was also used as a source of fuel for the jaggery production. In 2003/2004,
the total amount of jaggery cube and powered were 396,212 and 44,000 kilogram,
respectively. Farmers currently sold jaggery products to both local and outside
middlemen. In 2003, the average price varied between 13 to 15 Baht/kg. On the average,
Jaggery processing and marketing produced an average profit of 3,766.50 Baht/rai. To
umprove the marketing situation, thirty farmers have joined a trial-group and raised 3,600
Baht from the members and borrowed some 50,000 Baht fiom local school teacher,
Mrs.Wilaiwan, to purchase jaggery to stabilize the price at 14 Baht/kg. However, the
Jaggery group failed to develop to a functioning cooperatives due to differences in
common goal, understanding and knowledge on group management. This study suggested
that sugarcane growers in Phrao district has accumulated local wisdom about sugarcane
production, however, need empowering process to improve their jaggery processing and
marketing.



