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Abstract '

The purposes of this study were to study tilapia culture and impact on environment
in San Sai district, Chiang Mai province, and to explore the problems and obstacles as well as the
needs of tilpia culture.

The sample of the study consisted of 152 farmers who cultured tilpia in San Sai
district, Chiang Mai Province. The data was collected through quéstionnaires then Statistical
Package for the Social Science (SPSS) was to analyzed the data in order to find out average,
maximum, minirmum and standard deviation.

From research finding , it was found that most of farmers were male with the
average age of 45.19 years. Most of them finished primary school. Family members were 4.14
persons in average. The average experiences about tilapia culture of farmers were 5.1 years.
They cultured tilapia because it was easy to culture. Farmers formed groups which could be
divided into 3 groups namely : San Sai Tilapia Culture Group (39.4 %) , Chiang Mai Fishery
Group (32.8 %) and Chiang Mai Tilapia Farmer Group (27.6 %).

Farmers cuitured 4,021.42 Tilapia per rai. They preferred to culture tililapia with

other fish ( 55.3 % ) and some of them raised it for their own consumption { 86.8 % )



Tilapia culture investment was 86,213 .16 Baths per period in average at selling
price of 134 ,336 Bath per period in average. They owned their fishponds 0.491 rai in average.
The production of tilapia 4,541 kilograms per period or 1,529 kilograms per rai. The culture
period of tilapia was 9.8 months. Farmers invested in fishpond construction 59,473 Baths or
20,000 Baths per rai.

From farmers opinions on tilapia culture, they said that it had no impact on
environment. However, only 2.75 percent of farmers who did not concern on this matter
complained about bad odor.

The problem and obstacle mentioned by farmers were the high cost of tilapia

food and recommended tilapia price should be 39.32 Baths per kilogram.



