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ABSTRACT

i

The objective of this study were to study the production and marketing of Shiitake in
Chiang Mai Province, to investigate the relevant costs, revenues and breakeven point of Shiitake
mushroom and to identify problems and obstacles of production and marketing of Shiitake
raushroom. The samples consisted of 93 Shiitake mushroom farmers. Data was collected by the
use of questionnaire. Stati;stical used were frequency, percentage, arithmetic mean, standard
deviation, maximum, minimum and breakeven point.

From research finding, it was found that most farmers were male with average ages
ranging from 41 to 50 years old. They were all married and finished primary school. Their family
members were 4 persons with 2 hired labours. . The 65.6 per cent of them grew Shiitake
mushroom as subsidiary job. None of them had been trained in Shiitake mushroom culture before
and 50.5 per cent of them had never been members of any groups.

Most farmers used their own land of about 1.25 rai for the Shiitake culture. 58.1 percent
of Shiitake mushroom farmers had production type by production of shiitake mushroom cubes for
sale and growth mushroom for sale (small farms had average production capacity 16,803.94
cubes per year and big farms had average production capacity 85,095.24 cubes per year) and 41.9

percent had production type by growth mushrootn for sale (small farms had average production



capacity 5,444.44 cubes per year and big farms had average production capacity 12,166.67 cubes
per year)

The production of Shiitake mushroom cubes for sale and growth mushroom for sale type,
small farms had average fixed cost 46,243.59 Baht per year, average variable cost 4.62 Baht per
cube, average income 7.40 Baht per cube and its breakeven point 16,634 cubes per year while big
farms had average fixed cost 79,378.21 Baht per year, average variable cost 4.02 Baht per cube,
average income 4.98 Baht per cube and its breakeven point 82,686 cubes per year.

The production of Shiitake mushroom by growth mushroom for sale type, small farms
had average fixed cost 34,823.55 Baht per year, average variable cost 6.67 Baht per cube, average
income 8.84 Baht per cube and its breakeven point 16,048 cubes per year while big farms had
average fixed cost 35,206.34 Baht per year, average variable cost 6.34 Baht per cube, average
income 8.08 Baht per cube and its breakeven point 20,234 cubes per year.

As regards marketing of Shiitake mushroom, it was found that most farmers (83.9%) sold
by themselves (by using plastic bag), the rest they sold through the middlemen (81.7%). As for
marketing method, the middiemen came to pick up mushroom (12.9%) and farmers delivered
Shiitake mushrooms to middlemen by car (52.6%).

Problems and obstacles for Shiitake mushroom production included production
technology, raw materials for production, strain or spawn, diseases and insects, production
quality, production groups and lastly, farmers’ knowledge.

It was recommended that the extension workers should visit and assist farmers in
relations to production planning, selection of proper strains corresponding to the swrounding and
marketing demand as well as to provide production factors and appropriate disease and insect

control in order to increase the potential of production by farmers.



