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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study seed production practices, production
cost of rice, the relationship of personal characteristics and socio-economic factors and rice
seed production practices as well as their problem and obstacles.

Population studied was co-operative members producing rice seed during 2002-
2003 (during rainy season) at Phrao District, Chiang Mai Province totaled 108 members.

Data collection was done through questionnaires. Statistical techniques used were
percentage, minimum, maximum, Chi-square test and Pearson Product Moment Correlation.

From research findings, it was found that most co-operative members were male
averaged 46.04 years old. Most members completed primary education grade 4, having
membership duration averaged 12.78 years and seed production experience averaged 3.95
years. Most of them were part owner part tenant with average seed production area 12.55
rai. Their family members and family labors were 3.99 and 2.11 persons respectively. The
cost of seed production was averaged 2,688.46 Baht per rai with variable cost averaged

2,436.28 Baht per rai and fixed cost averaged 252.18 Baht per rai. Arerage income from



the sale of rice seed was 3,524.22 Baht per rai with 1,087.94 Baht per rai for net
income and 835.76 Baht per rai for net return. As for rice seed production practices, 79.6
percent of members had followed proper practices at minimum level. Only 20.4 percent
had followed proper practices at high level. Most members had followed proper practices
highly in seed soaking before planting and foreign seeds sorting during rice harvest while
improper practices were found in seed germination before planting, fertilization after
transplanting 7-10 days and foreign seed sorting during rice stalk growth period.

From hypothesis, it was found that neighboring farmers contact, training
experience, cost of rice seed production and rice seed income were statistically related to
seed production practices.

Problems found during rice seed production were cherry oyster damage and
rainfall during harvesting. From these mentioned problems, the Co-operative members
needed good quality and sufficient quantity of pesticide supplied from the Co-operatives,
training course on cherry oyster protection as well as rice drying space to reduce rice

moisture.
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