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Abstract

The objectives of the study were to study the pesticide toxicity
avareness of vegetable growers in Buangpra Subdistrict, Muang Distriet,
Phitsanuloke Province,to analyze the relationship between the pesticide
toxicity awareness and personal characteristics, socio-economic factors
of farmers and the relationship between the pesticide toxicity awareness
towards farmers themselves and pesticide toxicity awareness towards
environnent,as well as to obtain their opinions about preblems and needs

of pesticide application.

Sample used in this study were the vegetable growers in Buangpra
Subdistrict,Muang District,Phitsanuloke Province. Ninety five households
were randoamly selected by multistage sampling method. The collection of

data is carried out by using a structured questionnaire for interviewing.




Data analysis was done through descriptive statistic,such as
percentage,arithmatic mean, standard deviation, Chi-Square, and Pearson
Product Moment Correlation Coefficient.

Frou research findings,it was found that most of the respondants
were male with an average age of 43.33 years old. Most of them were
married and attained primary school education level. The average family
size was 4.7T4 persons with an average annaul income of 143,187.05 Baht.
Average farm size was 12.24 rai and area planted for vegetables was 4.88
rai.Most of them had their own land.Most farmers were aware of pesticide
toxicity at the middle 1level both towards themselves and environment.
One independent variable, namely area planted for vegetables was found
to be related significantly at 0.05 level to both farmers and environement.

Relationship between the pesticide toxicity awareness towards
farmers themselves and pesticide toxicity awareness towards environment
are found to be related significantly at 0.01 level.

There are two major problems faced by farmers, i.e.,they could
not avoid using pesticides in growing vegetables, and they felt uneasy
while wearing protective clothes. Most farmers need more pesticide infor-
mation from both extension workers ard pesticide salesman in giving lec-
ture as well as conducting demonstration techniques.

Suggestions based on this research are (1) Government should
cooperate with the private sector in disseminating the pesticide
kmovledge in terms of the advantage and disadvantage and other pest
control method to farmers, pesticide salesman by personal contact,, mass
communication aﬂd study tour. (2) Government by Agriculture Regulatory
Division and Agriculture Toxic Substance Division, Department of Agri-

culture, should have strict measure for pesticide import.



