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Independent Study Title Cultural Identity and Commodification : A Case Study of

Ping Nakara Boutique Hotel and Spa, Chiang Mai
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Advisor Dr. Apinya Feungfusakul
ABSTRACT

The objectives of this independent study were to 1) To study the cultural transformation
in building identity that becomes commodification of Ping Nakara Boutique Hotel and Spa, Chiang
Mai. 2) To study the pattern of sign or representation from the cultural transformation that becomes
commodification of Ping Nakara Boutique Hotel and Spa, Chiang Mai. 3) To study the result of the
cultural transformation that becomes commodification of Ping Nakara Boutique Hotel and Spa,
Chiang Mai. The theoretical concept of Identity, Culture Industry, Semiology and Commodification.

The study found that Lanna culture has been transformed and applied to the commodities
which values to the consumers as well as adds price to the entrepreneurs. The identity of Ping
Nakara Boutique Hotel and Spa, Chiang Mai springs from adapting and absorbing the identity of
Lanna culture that has been existed a long time ago in the area and the contemporary art of the
western countries, building the meaning and blending with the original or existed life style. Every
signs existed in the hotel is the major components in building the meaning and adding the value to
the hotel business. Moreover, it creates the identity as well as value to the consumers due to the
historical story, nature, and culture and ultimately becomes the commodification through the
selections of the entrepreneur, the architects, and the designers. However, the presentation of the
hotel contains the hidden meanings according to the process of creating myths that already existed
in the history, nature, and culture in the past which has been reduced, hidden, and distorted as a
sign. This relates to the others signs, becoming the ordinary story. People then realized it as a
common sense. Later, they has been unconsciously implanted the idea and forget about the truth.

Nonetheless, the process of cultural transformation to commodification reflects the over



prioritization in consuming the representations rather than the truth. Market strategy becomes the
significant factor that causes the outstanding and unique. Plus, it is subject to the experience and

satisfactory of the location, mood and feeling in order to attracts most consumers.
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Ping Nakara

BOUTIQUE HOTEL & SPA
Ping Nakara L 0y 1\')11[17()}1(/\" * Dinner at Nakara River Garden
10th November 2011, From 19.00 Onwards

Experience Loy Krathong
the way it was meant to be

Join us by the banks of the Ping River for an evening of food,
drink and festivities. We will be serving a variety of appetizers as
well as main courses, all accompanied by free-flow prosecco
and soft drinks at only Baht 1,700 Net per person.

It is a perfect setting to release your
complementary flying lanterns ‘khomz loi’
and float ‘krathong’ on the Ping River.

Our party seating is limited to 120 persons,
= so please contact us early to reserve the places
you need for friends and family.

Tel: +66 (0) 5325 2999 » info@pingnakara.com e www.pingnakara.com

Loy Krathong or Yee Peng is one of the most charming of all Thai festivals. This tradition goes back over
700 years to Lanna Thai and Sukhothai period, the custom is to place handmade floats decorated with
flower and candles on water in paying respect to the river Goddess. "Yee Peng” as called in the north,
means full moon on the second month of the northern lunar calendar which this year the festival will
celebrate on 8th to 11st of November.
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Ping Nakara

BOUTIQUE HOYEL & S2A
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Discover Ping Nakara

In the early 1900s Chisng Mai was at the centre of a thriving teak industry. BOOK NOW

Foreign managers oversaw logging concessions throughout the forests of
Northem Thailand. With the help of local labour and hardy elephants they FREE CIIED  FREE MINIBAR
performed their arduous and dangerous work, extracting teak logs and fiosting
them downstream for grading and sale.

Today the teak wallahs are gone. But the river and forestry station remain, and
the relaxed ambiance of Chiang Mai city is just as enticing as ever. The Ping
Nakara takes inspiration from these times past with an intimate hotel built in the
elegant colonial style of the period.

The hotel's graceful ging: d is d by hand. d

fratwork and creates s cool and restful environment. Throughout the nineteen

rooms you'll find thoughtful use of natural lsand a yet tripadvisor’
practical style. This sophisticated design is matched by relaxed yet professional e kR
service, providing a welcoming retreat for the travelier. OF THE CERTIFICATE OF EXCELLENCE

So plesse visit us when you're in Chiang Msi. Enjoy the serenity of the veranda
next to the pool, curl up with & book in our library, or unwind with & drink in the
rotunds. Whstever your preference, we're sure you'll enjoy this retum to
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