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Abstract

This study is a case in the world heritage site of Wat Phou Champasak,
Champasak province, Lao PDR and focused on consumption of tourism in this world
heritage site. The aims of the study are: 1). to investigate the processes that Wat Phou
Champasak has become tourist destination; also it becomes attractive to the tourists,
2). to examine the ways Wat Phou has been consumed or gazed by different tourists
and 3). To explore the consumption of the tourists contributing to change in local
human and cultural landscape.

Through various methods of data collection including participant observation,
interview, and secondary data collected. This study found: firstly, the structures of
Wat Phou have been the archaeological and historical architectures of ancient Khmer
people. It was constructed in the end of 5™ -12™ centuries. Its characteristics; beside it
consists of the archaeological and historical structures artistically; it has also become
the sacred site of the Buddhist people. The characteristics mentioned are not enough
to become the tourist destination. However, the tourists visiting this site also see the
lifestyle of the local residents living around Wat Phou, which still based on the
original style of Lao people. As a result, it can be integrated with the outstanding
structures of Wat Phou and this site can attract outsiders as the tourists interested in

seeing and it has become the tourist destination.



Secondly, this study expressed on the consumption or the gaze of the tourists
in this site, which the tourists visiting consist of different types being from abroad and
domestic included tour groups, backpackers, students, eco-tourists and ego-tourists
and the types of those are Buddhist tourists and another as well. As a result, the
consumption or gaze is different, which consist of both material and non-material.
However, it found that tourists who consumed on both material and non-material
belong to the Buddhist tourists and another just consumed the material structures. On
the one hand, the tourists’ consumption is also integrated with the local community
consumed as well. Beside consume or gaze the outstanding structures of Wat Phou
temple complex, they also consume the life style of the local community. However,
the local residents welcome the tourists by producing the local identity such as local
products, local food and the accommaodations to supply those. Moreover, it also found
that some of the tourists have fallen in love this site, which have settled down to
spend the lives there.

Thirdly, the study also found the interactions of the hosts and the guests,
which the interactions can be a source bringing the changes into the local community.
Before declaring as the world heritage, the living condition of the local residents
almost still based on agricultural work as the subsistence, the accommodations were
still wooden and the local residents were still unemployed. However, after the
declaring, it can attract the outsiders to visit increasingly, which the local community
has faced with the influx of the outsiders more. This can be a source to stimulate those
adapt themselves into the new situation taken place. The tourists visit the locale, they
have consumed or gazed differently such as: tasting local food, gazing local products,
joining some activities with the locals. In the same way, the locals have also found the
ways to upgrade themselves being along with the new situation such as: trying to
produce the local identity to supply to the tourists for bringing in the revenue,
constructing the accommodations to welcome those. Many of the local residents

receive more work to do.
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