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ABSTRACT

Labor migration and its related issues have attracted increased interest from
the media, scholars, and policymakers in Thailand over the past decade. Labor
migrants from Burma have gained the most attention because of their massive
population and a complex migration history which includes more than just economics
as a ‘push’ factor. Since northern Thailand borders Shan State in Burma, the majority
of the migrant population there is Shan, and thus public attention has been focused
even more intensely on the Shan migrant community. There have been previous
studies of Shan transnational migrants which have focused on fixed areas of northern
Thailand, as well as ethnographic studies of Shan migrants’ transnational practices
from cultural, identity, and political perspectives. This study attempts to highlight
Shan migrant workers’ practices of learning as a tactic for the construction of social

networks and identities.



Vi

Social networks on both sides of the Thai-Burma border help Shan migrant
workers begin their migration journey, find job opportunities, and cope with risks.
Constructing and belonging to social networks is crucial to Shan migrants in terms of
coping with socio-economic issues, especially in the northern Thai city of Chiang
Mai. Additionally, collective cultural identity plays an important role for Shan
migrant workers in gaining inclusion in the social networks of work, school, and even
religious communities. Their practices in social, ceremonial, and festival activities
demonstrate their cultural hybridity and construction of cultural identities. More
importantly, their practice of learning is applied to the process of constructing the
cultural and social capitals by which they can negotiate and create their identities, and
build new social networks in order to access various forms of resources. Basically,
this study focuses on Shan migrant workers’ educational practices as a tactic for

belonging to communities and constructing identities.
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