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Abstract

This study had three objectives as follows: 1) to study the people preparation for a
landslide disaster at Ban Mae Mut, Tambon Mae Win, Amphoe Mae Wang, Chiang Mai
Province; 2) to investigate their level of participation in the preparation for a landslide disaster in
the community and 3) to survey their ideas about the prevention methods to reduce the impact of
a landslide disaster in a sustainable manner.

The study was conducted using a quantitative method based on a sample group of 118
people who were the heads or representatives of the household members of Ban Mae Mut,
selected by random sampling along with seven people in the Community leaders, the President
and Secretary of the Tambon Mae Win Administrative Organization, the Director of the Health
Promotion Hospital of Tambon Mae Win and the community leaders of Ban Mae Mut. The tools
used in this study consisted of a questionnaire, interview form and observation. The data was
analyzed using frequency, percentile, mean and standard deviation and correlation based on
Pierson’s Coefficient.

The findings revealed that the people’s perception of landslide disaster was at a high
level and the question item that got the highest scores was the one about the risk area for
landslides that tended to be the area at the foothill slope or the one close to the mountain that has
a high rate of landslides and the one near the water source forest that had been greatly eroded.
The item that received the next highest score was the landslide warning signs such as the heavy
and day-long rain, the rapid rise of the water level in the river, the muddy color of the water

similar to that of the mountain soil along with the flooded wooden stick and tree limbs or



trunks and the one about the forest resource conservation or reforestation to reduce the degree of
impact of landslide disasters.

Regarding the people’s participation in preparation and readiness to handle landslide
disasters, it was found that in the overall picture, it was at a moderate level. The stages that hade
the average scores, ranging from the highest to the lowest, was the first stage involving defining
the problems and their causes followed by the second stage on planning and carrying out the
project, the third stage on investing and carrying out the work as well as the fourth stage of follow
up and evaluation. It was further found that the community’s participation in preparing for the
disasters was no relationship in terms of relation to the Pierson’s Coefficient of -0.068 and a
statistical significance of 0.05. This indicated that their perception of the landslide disasters had
no effect on their participation in the preparation for landslide disasters.

The recommendations for the prevention method and the reduction of the impact from
landslide disasters in a sustainable way should include conservation of the forest, the water
sources, enhancing the richness of the soil surface, follow up and evaluation of community forest
management along with instilling in the youth and younger generation an awareness of
environmental conservation. And most importantly, the people in the community should join
hands in conserving the forests around the community.

In order to prevent and reduce the impact from landslide disasters, it is recommended that
the people be aware of the problems and strive for unity as well as instill in the young people the
consciousness of conserving the forest and the water sources in the community using the people’s
participation and integration of the plan among the relevant agencies in accordance with the

community’s plan as well as respecting the people’s opinions and suggestions.



