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ABSTRACT

Many academic researchers have recently revealed that the study of land and
forestland in Southeast Asia is important for understanding the characteristics of state
powers that threaten local natural resources. These threats have then led to confusion
and conlestation over rights to land and resource tepure. In Cambodia, land and
resource fenure has changed according to the political regime. Through the French
colonial period from 1863 to 1953s, the independent period from 1953 to 1970s, the
Lon Nol period from 1970 to 1975s, and the Khmer Rouge period from 1975 to
19795, rights to land and forestland spaces were not much contested. After the failure
of the Khmer Rouge regime in 1979, and particularly since 1989 and the economic
reform from socialism towards a free-market system, land and forestlands have been
gradually changing. Large areas of land and forestlands have been converted into
estate crops, timber plantations, and commodities. These changes have largely
affected household economic incomes and livelihoods.

This thesis is a study of forestland in the contestation over the meaning of
rights space between Khla II{.rapeu villagers and an agro-industrial company. Using
the context of an agricultural land r;unwssic;n polié_',r, the study will investigate how
forestland has been contested, how land concession policy has operated at the micro-
level and, how it affects local people. The study further finds out whether agricultural
development policy has served and improved the local villagers® livelihoods or made
them become more difficult. To understand forestland contestation in Khla Krapeu



and the impacts of state policy on local household economy and livelihood, the study
will not only look at the complexity of micro-level actors, but will also bring the
macro-level actors into the analysis. In particular, the study will combine different
approaches such as social, political, ecological, and economic perspectives at all
levels of analysis. This will help to develop an understanding of how these different
approaches are interconnected and interact. The interaction of these multiple
approaches in the analysis will further reflect the social reality in Khla Krapeu.
Accordingly, the study will illustrate the important theme of the state’s
development of an agricultural land concession policy. The policy is well aﬁcuialed
at the national-level in terms of increasing agro-industrial productions, creating jobs
for rural people, maintaining sustainable ecosystems, and increasing state revenue.
However, with regards to my research site, I argue that agricultural land concession
leads to land enclosure. The policy creates the conditions for the exclusion of local
people from common resources, which are then put into private control, turned into
commodities and opened up to the land market. Land concession has hindered the
policy of decentralized resource management, caused massive deforestation and
environmental changes, enabled -and brought outsiders into the village, affected local
cultural beliefs and traditional land use rights, changed household economy and
livelihood strategies, increased land disputes and conflicts, and contested claims to the
meaning of rights over land and resource tenure. )
_ The study also shows that the contestation over the meaning of rights leads to
the opening up of space for negotiation and allows for the emergence of local
governance. It will argue that local governance means collective action established by
local people. This will be clearly shown in the case of local communities who struggle
to negotiate with local state agencies for secure rights to water. The study will finally
illustrate the successful negotiation for water through local arrangements, especially
community-driven regulations and community networks with outsiders such as NGOs

and the senior government.



) 2 ] 1 4-. r r = Al -'q
wedpainenitwus  Thlugmeiuiuvamsieda: nsdiinmmsdualmunaulu

danya Tndde Yszmadiman
fion win Teray o
Wian Aadrmeaniumiudn (MsWannodndsty)
-ll =y =y o
NI THATIAYI nuTINnHNuE
L4 L :
maa31973d az.onfind naggewiug Yazrmnsaums
919130 AL.IUA I35TUSDA ATTUAS
unfiate

1“%13&lm1ﬁﬁ1uﬂ1ﬂfﬁﬂﬂ whunnnndlfanuddgiotumsinudes
Aaunazinitih lusoviedons ?uaamﬁm;'lﬁ' wonrd lsdnuaznisgna
NSWUINTFITUFIRVOISITT ngmudanyazasnami llganududunanasums
$295 @i lumsnseunsesifinuuaznineins msnseuasesifumennenslulszma
r'fuu*ﬂ'l#ﬂi'mﬂ‘niuu;ﬂuuumunﬂnmﬂﬁ’uuuﬂmmmutﬂm fifuun 3’1fuﬁlﬂwinu=]
wisuudash dudauslszmeiuysegniolderandaudiused 1863 §a 1953 nseie
185 menTIsdandt) 195381 1970s noniguuaiseuueail 1970 63 1975s b
wusuaasesdneluil 1975 84 1979 Franmdananishifimsiesidnsiauuaz i
thinavirlaifn winudgendensdvaarsveavusuaalull 1979 uaznisuflinsugie
vinszuudanuioudunaiae il 1989 i‘lﬁuunzifui';ﬂﬁwuuummn'l%ﬂﬂfmdﬁuu
Tinan mﬂm{u1"'|m1=1]gn'lﬁﬂﬂuumﬁu'§uﬁ deurrmmalssTosidauiy s
wanunladind ¥dwansznusuinginassedianmuiueduaz e dvessthu

ImnfiwusiRenuAnRnfUMITIaE ﬁﬂEﬁuﬁﬂmwimnﬁw‘lumjﬁm
amnsrilofvuSimgramnssumanuas ~awﬁfm1§uf'r:iqnnwmuﬁq’j§m:i1ﬁ«11"1'11"1411
ih msU$uldu Towems W dudnmulussdudie uosronssnudes iy meld
viunvaalowmons WaudnmsAudimsnuas cunidajeduminTove



viit

Wannmsineas e liiniidiaannive giavuneusaenduiy sndny Tirfies
yeuitundaFudouvesdnsziluseiudooniniy mnuAdNBun s 10Nz
'l-u-ssi‘i’uﬂ%ﬁlﬂﬂﬁ:ﬁnmwu’l’ﬂ-in'lsu:iqiq{uﬂﬂﬂuﬂqjﬂmﬂmns:ﬂmmsuTuuw%’gﬁ
fhﬂammu#ﬁﬁnﬁﬂmﬂuﬂéimm“ﬁm vonnnifumninenumafanedany
- madies finainouazssygiuie 19 lumsinssinaesei miTnsevdandneeiu
Wi e Teansfdnindssn huunAadumannan msdmnsilfduiug
'uadumﬁﬁﬁ‘t-a*]mfi‘n'fizﬂ:ﬁﬂu“lﬁtﬁuﬁmmnﬂun?ﬂﬂnﬁaﬂu‘fﬁﬁdﬂ'wnﬂ1fri=ﬂi|
qwﬁnmﬁmmﬁmﬁuuﬁumﬁﬁﬁ1ﬁ’£u-umuTumﬂﬁnﬂmm{uﬁﬂﬁmunwaq’fg
wlonodsndngminnllussdvnalundvenstiunoniagaamassumaineas n1s
wums$reauliduraiulusuun msimnsruviinredudduiasmsmiumiens
sy oonlsiaiy anfinefigalhnsdnufuiinsasesindims Tadeuitau
wTnnedsndnnelfifansiasusainlunsidhdmions s uazsidelinants
mvguminensitodss Tominiesns M ludnumz vesmannsdiiny mrﬁ'uﬂmuﬂﬁuﬁg u
daudaiunTovenszeiemsianisninens lgyusu uazdoildihifgnime iy
Fruoumima anmoadeuniAnunlas yananvwenaunsadanluiidimithu dawa
nignuRsszun e lufestunas Sansssunts19iau 10 1Aunzdiannnihiogves
sfhudemfnulachl ssdaudsdeiiauiiiimnady ANBAIUNTITIITIAIWNIIY
yoaiing lumsnseunsesfiduneninens _
swiniuaadliihiiimsssFaammnovesinilunisaseunses Willafui
wismsdiesesariungszyumsuinsiamsnioluiosdy cudnnilddigaidsiun
msuimssansmetutestufonissaudaduvesynthy Swaiu ddamunnnsdng _
ﬁﬂﬁ'ﬁ,um-umww'luﬁm?imﬁan'mmﬁ'umr'fnsﬁmﬁu'lnqi'j:ﬂﬂi"nmﬁﬂﬁumii'ﬁm'n
niwennsin -ﬁqﬁwﬁqnuﬁumwdﬁ?waﬂﬂﬁm'lumiﬁqfﬂqﬁqnﬁﬂﬁﬁmﬁﬂmﬂmw?m:
famymolufeadu "[ﬁmnmzmhq‘.-jmﬁﬁmﬂmsf‘imunn;;mmm"'[nuﬂu‘lu'gumﬁu 52011
funforopuinidonTssiumousnduludesdnsiannensunaztmilssiugaves

aF
3310



