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ABSTRACT

The study of “Mobility, Settlement and Changing Economic Livelihood of the
Dara-ang in Chiang Dao District, Chiang Mai Province” has three objectives: (1) to study the
development of mobility and settlement of the Dara-ang in Chiang Dao District; (2) to determine
the factors influencing mobility and settlement of the Dara-ang in Chiang Dao district; (3) to
study the changes of economic livelihood of the Dara-ang in Chiang Dao district. Data were
obtained from the questionnaires, interviews, and interpretation of air photos and satellite images.
The data were analyzed by point score analysis technique to determine the importance of each
factor influencing mobility and settlement.

Results of the study show that the Dara-ang migrated both within the country and
between countries. In Burma, they were considered as a tribe. When they moved to Thailand, they
were considered as diasporas. Most of them lived in Nolae Village in Phang District before
settling in Chiang Dao District. At present, there are four Dara-ang villages in the district,
consisting of 197 households. Of these, 30 households are in Ban Mae Chon, 58 households are
in Ban Pang Daeng Nai, 37 households are in Ban Huai Pong, and 72 households are in Ban Pang
Daeng Nok. Results of the study also show that mobility of the Dara-ang within the country is

migration from countryside to countryside because they are migrants. The major pattern of



settlement is linear along major transportation routes. However, it varies according to natural
environment.

The major push factor influencing mobility of the Dara-ang is a physical factor, which
is lack of agricultural land. It is the most important factor in Ban Mae Chon and Ban Pang Daeng
Nok. In Ban Pang Daeng Nai and Ban Huai Pong, it is the second important factor. The pull
factor influencing settlement is also a physical factor, which is availability of agricultural land. It
is the most important factor in Ban Mae Chon and Ban Huai Pong. In ranked Ban Pang Daeng
Nai, it is the third important factor. In Ban Pang Daeng Nok village, it is not ranged in the top
three most important factors. But the major factor in this village is a cultural and social factor.

To point out the difference between before and after the declaration of Sri Lanna
National Park, the changes of economic livelihood of the Dara-ang are divided into two periods.
The major change is land-use pattern. It changed from rotational cultivation to crop rotation. For
the rotational cultivation, the cultivated land will be abandoned for 2-3 years before coming back
to the same plot. For crop rotation, the land is used every year to grow various kinds of crops.
The changes include using fertilizers to increase yields and using water from irrigation system.
The declaration of Sri Lanna National Park in B. E. 2532 is another factor causing changes of
Dara-ang’s livelihood. It changed from subsistence agriculture to commercial agriculture.
Consequently, areas of upland rice have been reduced and replaced with commercial crops such
as corn and fruit trees. Moreover, they can generate income from tourism such as opening a
homestay and sales of handicrafts to tourists.

In conclusion, the mobility pattern of the Dara-ang in Chiang Dao district is migration
from countryside to countryside. The main factor of this is the status of a migrant which does not
allow them to migrate to the city right away. The patterns of settlement vary according to the
physical environment but tend to be linear along transportation routes and clustered. Physical
factor is the main factor influencing the mobility and settlement. Economic livelihood before and
after the declaration of Sri Lanna National Park are different. Both in occupation and agricultural

land-use pattern.



