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ABSTRACT�
�
�     The study of “Spatial Diffusion and Change in Production Patterns of Organic Crops  

in Mae Tha Sub-district, Mae On District, Chiang Mai Province” has three main objectives:      

(1) to study the diffusion development and pattern of� organic crops� in Mae-Tha Sub-district,   

Mae On District, Chiang Mai Province; (2)� to analyze factors that influence and impede the 

decision  of farmers to produce organic crops� in Mae-Tha Sub-district, Mae On District,      

Chiang Mai Province; and (3) to study the changes of production patterns and organic crops�
marketing of the farmers in Mae Tha  Sub-district, Mae On District, Chiang Mai Province. 

Historical approach was used in this study. Statistical data about farmers, who practiced organic 

farming�in Mae Tha   Sub-district between 1986 and 2008, collected from Mae Tha Sustainable 

Agricultural Cooperatives, Mae On District Agricultural Office, Land Development Department, 

Mae Tha Tambon Administration Organization, and research documents were used in this study. 

Data were also obtained from the questionnaires distributed to two groups of farmers: organic 

farming group and non - organic farming group. Interviews of the two groups and relevant 

authorities were also conducted to obtain data about production and marketing of organic Crops 

in the study area.  

     Results of the study show that the diffusion pattern of organic crops�in the first stage is 

nearest neighbor. It is evident that the diffusion was occurred in the Pa-Not  village where it was 

first practice. The factor for the diffusion in this stage is communication factor such as 

recommendation from the successful farmers. The diffusion pattern of the second stage is  

random as we can see that it was diffused to other villages in Mae Tha Sub-district as a result of 



� 

the establishment of Mae Tha Sustainable Agricultural Cooperatives which  is an organization     

for promoting the diffusion. The factor for the diffusion in this stage is diffusion organization 

which is promoted by Mae-Tha Sustainable Agricultural Cooperatives.  

   Since it is a new agricultural pattern, farmers in Mae Tha Sub-district slowly accepted 

organic crops�after they first received the information. It was not until the establishment of the 

cooperatives and the promotion of government policy that the farmers began to really accept it. 

The factor that influenced the adoption of organic crops�is economic factor such as demands from 

markets. Another factor is an innovative factor such as health safety.  Economic factor  such as 

unstable  production has  influenced on denying organic crops.  Cultural and social factor is 

organic crops cultivation has not been supported by the farmer’s family. Personal factor concerns 

with farmer’s less experiences in organic farming.  

   In the aspect of changes of production patterns and organic crops marketing in the 

study area, it has been shifted from subsistence farming to commercial farming with requesting 

standard certification from relevant authorities. For distribution aspect, it is sold both in forms of 

fresh products and processed products. There are three marketing systems: distribution in a 

community, distribution through the cooperatives, and distribution in a Sunday market or a 

membership shop.  

  Results from this study can be used to support a promotion plan for organic crops�or 

production in other areas. It can be useful for studying cases or issues related to agriculture-

marketing plan. ��Organic crops cultivation has not been supported by the farmer’s family. 
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