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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research are: 1) to study factors and problems leading to
land use conflicts in the protected area, 2) to study approaches constraints and solutions of
land use conflict in the past, 3) to study potentials and limitations of evidence based and
participatory land demarcation solution on land use conflict.

This study employed both qualitative and quantitative methods through observations,
in-depth interviews with national park staffs, village leaders and interviewing targeted
stakeholders.

The research result revealed that causes leading to land use conflicts were the
promotion of growing commercial crops to reduce narcotic crops, transformation from sufficiency
production to commercialized production, the need for intensive land use, pressure from
capitalism and consumerism. Government policies on forest conservation and above mention
factors play an important role in controlling and limiting the use of natural resources. All these
have lead to conflict at all levels, including local communities, between local communities and
the state.

The problems are: 1) illegal land use and lack of conservation strategies, 2) prejudices
between upland and lowland communities, 3) conflict from water usage between upland and

lowland communities, 4) declaration of National Forest Reserve and National Park acts has



restricted the villagers from using forest and agricultural lands. The mainly litigant which strongly
conflict with Huai Som Poi village were lowland organizations and forest reserve or national park
staff.

The solutions of conflict can be summarized as: 1) establishment of local organization
for building networks increasing a powerful negotiation and the adaptive of community in
conservation, 2) co-operation between local organization and NGO for powerful local
organization, 3) state enforcement through the use of maps, rules and regulations, 4) state
promotion of good agricultural practice.

A lack of participation between community and state or litigant is an obstacle for
solving conflict. The joint conflict between community and state is the overlapping of boundaries
and the uncertainty of using conservative rules and regulations. All of these problems have not
been resolved.

The geo-information technology was best applied for managing evidence based data.
When combining evidence based data with the co-management approach between local
organizations and state such as rules, local conservation committee, national park staffs can solve
conflict problem from expanding agricultural area into forest area.

Although, this solution is more powerful, but some limitation still exists: it is a long
term and non-static procedures, limit in managing the complex evidence base data from villagers

and officers who have limited skills and understandings in geo-information technology.



