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ABSTRACT  

Environmental, cultural and political social movements in Thailand have 

evolved out of relatively recent changes in the national, economic and socio-political 

climate. Naturally, the positions of social actors and stakeholders involved in the 

debates surrounding these social movements encompass a wide range of principles 

including local resource dependencies, national conservation ideals, religious interests, 

political strategies and socio-cultural history. Connecting social, political and cultural 

histories to contemporary disputes about environmental and cultural preservation and 

modern development, helps to reveal how and why ideologies and social movements 

have formed and how differing camps gain legitimacy in such a diverse field of social 

actors.

In 2003 Thailand’s Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra created the Designated 

Areas for Sustainable Tourism Administration (DASTA). In 2005 DASTA began 

promoting a plan in Chiang Mai to create a tourism/urban infrastructure mega-project 

package comprising a series of large-scale development and tourist attractions on and 

around Doi Suthep, the mountain that rises to the west of Chiang Mai City. The 
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project was dubbed “Chiang Mai World” and consisted of development sub-projects 

with a combined total budget of nearly 12 billion baht. Many of the primary projects 

were fervently contested by Chiang Mai civil society and social groups from a variety 

of perspectives including natural resource access, Northern Thai cultural preservation, 

environmental impact and urban planning. 

This thesis sets out to explore the Chiang Mai World case study as a way to 

investigate the diverse foundation that makes up social movements in contemporary 

Thailand. Two Chiang Mai World sub-projects serve as a central point of analysis for 

the thesis: the Royal Flora Ratchaphreuk Exposition and the Chiang Mai Night Safari. 

Theoretically the study’s goal is to investigate the concepts of strategic framing and 

social movement collective identity in relation to the debate surrounding both of these 

sub-projects. This case study attempts to reveal some of the divisions of social actors 

and subgroups involved in Chiang Mai’s social movements as a way to consider the 

representations and ideologies surrounding large-scale state development projects in 

Thailand.

In practical terms this study aims to investigate the Thai state’s methods and 

abilities in the planning and execution of large-scale development and tourism goals. 

The thesis explores how the Chiang Mai World development package represents a 

new mega-project focus for Thailand's tourism infrastructure. Perhaps most 

practically the study emphasizes an acknowledgement of what parts of Thai society 

have and have not been represented in the planning and implementation of this 

project’s development and how this bodes for Thailand’s development planning 

future. 
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