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ABSTRACT

It is well known that unsustainable developments affecting ethnic minority people
in the Greater Mekong Sub-region have not been acknowledged and recognized. Despite
intensive development programs conducted with indigenous communities, it can be
observed that these populations were not integrated into development processes, and that
negative affects could not be absorbed into their established culture systems. Often,
changes implied in these processes are not in harmony with traditional practices, and lead
to unforeseen dissent. Unwanted developments in the context of governance, health and
education have implied conflicts for several highland groups who do not participate in,
and benefit from these programs such as planned. There are a variety of reasons for this
situation, which the thesis addresses at the hands of a case study conducted among a Lahu
subgroup inhabiting northern Thailand. The aim of the thesis is to discuss and formulate
new approaches of inter-ethnic exchange mechanisms, with special attention given to key
components of Lahu ethnicity. The scope of the field study is to investigate particular
linkages between space, culture and practice by which developments are discussed and
valuated among local peoples, namely with regards to ethnic identification and minority
politics. While the particular concern of this thesis is to highlight problems of

identification, the inquiry introduces an alternative research model conducted by



Vi

indigenous Lahu Na Sheleh villagers and supported by the Thai Research Find (TRF).
That research resulted in villagers’ exchange of traditional resources, and stronger
community action. With regards to self-help initiatives such as exemplified in this case,
the thesis proves that local people’s self-confidence can be effectively enhanced so as to
better participate in, and provide inputs for, multi-ethnic society construction. In realizing
short-comings and benefits of conventional implementation schemes, more appropriate
research and development approaches will be envisaged in conjunction with local

highland communities and their representative institutions.
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