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ABSTRACT

 The study of “Development of Forest Plantation Management: A Case Study of 
Thung Kwian Plantation, Changwat Lampang” has three main objectives: (1) to study the factors 
influencing the development of forest plantation and management in Thung Kwian plantation;   
(2) to study patterns of land use change in relation to the changing role of forest management; and 
(3) to study the present management of forest plantation areas and to point out obstacles in 
managing forest plantation by using the FSC (Forest Stewardship Council). Information on 
development of forest plantation from B.E. 2511 to B.E. 2549 was obtained by analyzing 
historical data and the secondary data. The analysis of spatial data was conducted by using 
Geographic Information Systems (GIS). Interviewing the head of Thung Kwian plantation was 
carried out in order to obtain more information on the development of forest plantation. 

Land use patterns in B.E. 2529 and B.E. 2543 were obtained from analyzing land-use 
data base from from Department of Land Development (DLD), whraeas in B.E. 2549 it was 
obtained from interpretting SPOT-5 data, as well as from the Forest Industry Organization (FIO) 
GIS data base. Field surveys   were conducted using a GPS. 

Results show that government policies are the major factors influencing forest plantation 
management which can affect the approaches to forest management. The budget has been 
considered as the supplementary factor that affects the patterns of forest management in terms of 
advantages and limitations. Finally, The management of forest plantation according to FSC or 
FIO standard has been considered as another factor influencing the forest management in      
Thung Kwian plantation. 



Land-use in the Thung Kwian plantation from B.E. 2511 to 2534 was mainly teak 
plantation, except some areas were used for agriculture. From B.E. 2535 to B.E. 2543, 
agricultural areas were converted into teak plantation, and some dipterocarp forests have 
decreased. The conversion of dipterocarp forest into teak plantation and conservation areas 
occurred between B.E. 2544 and B.E. 2549. No agricultural areas such as paddy filed were found 
during this period.

The trend of forest management in the future will be the changing role of the traditional 

forest plantation into tourism activities, with emphasis on conservation. The new activities   

should be different from those provided by the Thai Elephant Conservation Center in order to 

attract more tourists, as well as to promote Thung Kwian forest plantation to other people. 


