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ABSTRACT

In any society, there are always dominant beliefs about which types of sexual behavior
are to be considered legitimate, normal, and natﬁral. The dominant beliefs are ofien justified by
saying that sex is related to the reproduction of the next generation, so society needs to control
sexual matters for the benefit and peace of the whole society. In Thai society, sex that is
considered good and proper is heterosexual and monogamous, performed only under the
institution of marriage and for the purpose of reproduction, and should also involve romantic
love. Those who practice different sexual behaviors are considered either troublesome or sick,
and need to be corrected or cured in order to keep society peaceful. Hence, individuals' sexual
behaviors and even desires are judged within this framework of legitimate sex. This study aims
to understand how individuals whose behavior seems to reject the dominant norms may still
negotiate their own sexual behavior within the framework of legitimacy. This study closely
examines two rniddle-classed women who engage in non-marital sex, and how they negotiate

their actions in a way that reflects dominant norms about legitimate sexual behavior.

The study concludes that these women's practice of sex outside marriage reflects
patriarchal society’s sexuality, which only approves of heterosexuality, and sex tied to romantic
love. That is why these women believe that only sex with men that they love can lead to stable
and secure relationships. However, despite experiencing sex outside matriage, they accept that
marriage would legitimize their sexual relations, to their parents' relief, as the women are fully
aware that non-marital sex is not acceptable. The women continue to value the idea of

monogamy and try to enforce it within their relationships with boyfriends.



Y

Even though their sexuality does not conform to every aspect of dominant sexual
norms, they try their best to follow society's expectations by negotiating their behavior in several
ways. For example, they keep the sexual sphere of their lives separate from other areas of life, so
that their sexuality is not visible and does not upset their parents’ belief that they are stiil good
daughters. They also select some other aspects of accepted sexual behavior at different times in
order to ensure themselves that their non-marital sex does not go completely against the
framework, but instead conforms in some ways. These women view their sexuality as important
and consider it a means to get what they want, even though some of their relationships bring with
them sadness, disappointment, and emotional conflicts. This study concludes that these
conflicting emotions are caused by the women's efforts to make their sexuality conforim to social

norms about legitimate sex, which powerfully control people’s beliefs and behaviors.



