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ABSTRACT

This study applies social scientific analysis to understand the learning process of
farmers about debt problem. It has two objectives: (1) to investigate how the farmers, through the
learning process, analyze causes, impacts and solutions of household’s debt, and (2) to study how
community solves this problem by integrating internal and external social cultural capitals. The
data were collected from several methods: (1) secondary data from official documents and
academic research (2) focus group discussions (3) participatory and non-participatory
observations (4) 40 household questionnaires interviewing 2 groups of advanced farmers who
have activities for managing their various debt, and conservative or reproductive ones at Pa Phai
Village, Mae Pong Sub-district, Doi Saket District, Chiang Mai Province.

From the study, debt is the problem of households and community which has
increasingly become serious. However, with the community potentials of maintaining means of
production, natural resource, organizations and occupational groups, leaders, and other external
supports, the family and community economy has still been sustained.

The learning process of farmers in analyzing causes, impacts and solutions of debt is
found to be holistic, linking household, community, and market phenomena. The resulted
knowledge appears to be case, time and place specific or situated rather than general one. It is
found that the advanced group has more positive individual and family conditions, therefore is
more articulated in liking causes, impact, and solutions than the conservative one.

The knowledge gaining from the farmer’s learning process in analyzing and managing

their debt problem is a dynamic action as it has increasingly been developed from the farmers’



knowledge accumulation of learning, analyzing and practicing, and mobilizing potentials of social
capitals both internal and outside.

For solving their debt, there are several activities including (1) minimizing agricultural
costs (2) risk distribution (3) alternative income generating (4) minimizing family and social costs
of consumption. These activities started from community leaders then expanded to the advanced
farmers. If these activities succeed, they will be adopted by other farmers in the community.
Although these activities do not deal directly with debt, they have can reduced problem of
farmers’ debts to a certain extent, at the local level. However, solving the problem at the
structural level has been limited at the analytical level. Community has been at the early of stage

in searching for practical means to cope with causes from market and state’s policy.



