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ABSTRACT

The study of “Agricultural Land Use Change Patterns and Suitability of Highland
Communities: A Comparative Study Between Mae Tho Hmong Village and Mae Tho Luang
Karen Village, Bo Sali Sub-district, Chiang Mai Province” has five objectives: firstly, to
comparatively study the agricultural land use patterns between Hmong village and Karen
village, Bo Sali sub-distict, Chiang Mai province; secondly, to study the agricultural land use
changes of Hmong village and Karen village; thirdly, to study the factors that affect the
agricultural land use determinations in the past and present; fourthly, to study land use conflict
and resource issues that occur in the study site; and finally, to study the agricultural land use
suitability of highland communities according to the physical land potential. Data from
secondary sources, field survey, geographic information systems and interviews from Hmong
and Karen farmers who are the heads of household, government and non-government officials
were analyzed.

The results show that the agricultural land use patterns of the Hmong and Karen

communities between the year 1954 and 1977 were different. This was because the cultural and



traditional differences of each tribe that influenced the land use pattern. Later, between the year
1977 and 2002, the land use patterns seemed to have more similarity. This was because the
constraints from the state’s law that prohibit hill tribe to spread their land as in the past.

The land use changes between the year 1954 and 1977 indicate the traditional land
use of hill tribe. The agrarian systems were the subsistence agriculture that was nature-based.
For instance, the long-fallow cultivation, the use of household labor and low cost investment.
Between the year 1977 and 2002, the land use has changed to be modernized that emphasizes the
commercials, intensive land use, short-fallow cultivation or annual cropping. Because of the
supporting of organizations, both government and non-government and more convenient
transportation.

The economic reasons are the most important factors that influence the cultivating
decisions of Hmong and Karen hill tribes. They include more incomes, stable market, cost
decreasing and good production price. While the social factors and the farmer characteristics are
important orderly, for their stable income and cultivating skills. For the continuing decision to do
crop farming of Hmong and Karen hill tribe, social factor and the characteristies of farmers are
the most important factors. Especially for household consumption, traditional cultivating and
farming skill.

The land use conflicts that happened in the past were the conflicts between
communities, caused by the migration of the Hmong. At present, the conflicts that occur are
conflict within community, between community and state conflict, and between organizations.
These indicate the several conflict patterns that are more complicated. The distinct issue is the
conflict between the community and state that occurs from the lack of participation from many
sectors. This has led to the misunderstanding between the duty of government’s officers and
what villagers may loose after the conservative zone announcement.

The potential areas for the agricultural development occupy 46.05 percent of the total
areas. Those are in the middle area along the main road and overlap to the original cultivating
area of villagers. The appropriate areas for vegetables, temperate fruit trees and field crops, are
also overlapped. Therefore, the hill tribe farmers should select the appropriate crops that and

can be cultivated in all seasons. This can help them to have more reliable and stable incomes.
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