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Abstract

This qualitative thesis, based on the case study of Yunnanese Chinese in Mae
Sai district, explores the impact of national integration of one of the ethnic groups in
Thailand. The objectives of the research were as follows: (1) to identify the Thai
policy and political relationship between the Thai government and KMT Yunnanese
in the past; (2) to examine the self-identification of KMT Yunnanese and its
complexity; (3) to explore the value of the Chinese school to Ban Tham Santisuk
villagers and their expectations.

In this research, an integrated approach was adopted for data gathering.
Informal interviews, formal interviews, in-depth interviews, observations,
participatory observations, documentary research, and questionnaires were used.
Descriptive and content analysis were employed to understand the data collected by
these research approaches.

This study discovered that the Thai policy towards KMT Yunnanese has been
developed alongside the activities of Chinese Nationalist soldiers in Thailand. As
members of a Chinese Nationalist force who protected national security and fought
against communists in Thailand, the KM T Yumnanese Chinese were given a tolerant
policy which allowed the KMT soldiers to formulate self-governed -cultural
communities. They were able to keep their culture and traditions in their villages
until the beginning of the 1980s, when the KMT became less important to national
security. Since then, the Thai government applied a policy of integration towards
KMT Yunnanese in the country.



The KMT villages became cultural bases to practice Yunnanese traditions
and transmit Yunnanese identity and culture to following generations. Even though
KMT villages have changed their outlook, and KMT Yunnanese have become more
and more familiar with Thai culture as a result of the enforced integration policy
from the 1990s - particularly through compulsory education in Thai schools - they
still identify themselves as Yunnanese Chinese, although there is a certain degree of
differentiation between each generation.

Under such an “in-between” situation today, what makes it possible for KMT
Yunnanese to maintain their cultural identity is the existence of a cultural community
and the Chinese school where they maintain Chinese culture, values and language.
Yunnanese culture is transmitted through daily activities in the village and strongly
stimulated by going to the Chinese school. Besides the importance of Chinese
schooling as a means to provide economical opportunity, it is also a significant
institution to generate self-respect toward their culture which is considered to be the
major strategy to live as a non-majority people in Thailand.

As the strong attachment towards the Chinese school from KMT villagers is
observed from this study, no matter whether the reason is cultural or economic, the
KMT Yunnanese will continuously remain a cultural group in Thailand, while
acquiring a sense of “Thai-ness” and allowing for further adaptation in Thai society.
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