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ABSTRACT

The three objectives of the thesis “Social Stigmatization: A Case Study of Juvenile
Recidivism on Amphetamine Addiction in Chiang Rai Province” are:

1. To study the process of Social Stigmatization, comprising the judgements of significant
persons such as family, friends, teachers, neighbors, and government officials on the
situation of the juvenile in question, and its effects on juvenile recidivism on
amphetamine addiction.

2. To study the process of how the juvenile recidivism on amphetamine has reacted to
social stigmatization.

3. To examine other factors involved juvenile recidivism and continued amphetamine
addiction.

In order to achieve these objectives, the theoretical framework of Social Deviance and
Social Stigmatization have been used.

The findings are as follows. Juvenile amphetamine addiction is a dynamic process,
developing from an initial stage to eventual amphetamine addiction. New experience with drug-
using friends is the crucial factor leading to amphetamine addiction. The crucial factor in the
process of building a stable pattern of amphetamine addiction is most likely the experience of
being caught by government officials and rejected by significant persons such as family, friends,
teachers, and neighbors. Stigmatization undermines the social status of the juvenile amphetamine

addict. The final step in the process is a change in identity and movement into an organized



amphetamine addict group, and the juveniles' acceptance of the fact that they have already done
SO.

Furthermore this thesis presents interesting findings in the causes of juvenile
amphetamine addiction. It is also found from field work that the causes of juvenile amphetamine

addiction are associated with youth subculture and the approachability of amphetamines.
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