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Abstract

This study was conducted mainly in Dan Toc Village, Nghieng Lai
Commune, Tan Phu District, Dong Nai Province. This village was also one of buffer
zone communities of Cat Tien National Park. It explores the link between the
national level and local levels and examines the tmpacts of given land and forest
policies, the establishment of Cat Tien National Park, and development programnies
on local livelihoods, traditional land tenure, social structures, culture, and local
knowledge. It examines the effects on practices of local people in response to these
impacts, through their changes in livelihood strategies and everyday practices. The
study has three main objectives: (1) To study power relations between the state and
village and among villagers in controlling and sharing land and resources and
implementing conservation and development programmes in the buffer zone and the
national park; (2) To understand rural society, local institutions, tenurial
arrangements, culture, local knowledge, particularly livelihoods, more fully; and (3)
To identify conflicts over resource control and everyday practices of local people.

The study identified changes in livelihood strategies and the everyday
practices of local people based upon four concepts: (1) Property relations as social
and power relations; (2) Land tenure policies as state power; (3) The dynamics of
local people’s livelihood strategies; and (4) Everyday practices. The study used
these four concepts to analyze how state policies affected traditional land tenure and
liveithoods of ethnic minorities and how they gained de facro access rights to
resources 1n the situation of the state having control over resources and attempts to
provide some support of legal pluralism and community-based resource
conservation. . '

~ This study has found that the implementation of land and forest policies, the
establishment of Cat Tien National Park, and development programmes have greatly
impacted on the social and power structures of Dan Toc Village, which have created
unequal power relations among villagers leading to unequal land distribution among
different groups of villagers. This is due in part to the process of development and
the penetration of markets, social differentiation and differential ownership of
livelihoed among villagers that have also been increased.
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Recently, in response to changes in land and forest policies, the establishments
of Cat Tien National Park and development programmes, villagers have stopped
relying on simple livelihood patterns. Instead, they have tended to diversify their
livelihood strategies in order to sustain and establish better livelihoods. In doing so,
they have combined and intensively used their different livelihood resources, which
made up different patterns of livelihood. The study discovered that villagers® pattemns
of livelihood diversification were related closely to their livelihood resources,
especially the size of landholdings and financial capital. Due to variations in
ownership of livelihood resources, each ethnically and economically distinct group of
villagers has adopted different patterns of livelihood diversification. The wealthy
households have tended fo accumulate Jand and have intensively used their capiial in
order to develop cash crops, commercial livestock raising, business, and other non-
farm activities, while the poor and medium wealth households have exploited their
labor and natural resources intensively to diversify their livelihoods. Wealthy ethnic
minorities have developed their livelihoods towards modes that the Kinh practiced.

iong with changes in livelihood strategies, villagers have also developed new
coping strategies and long-term social engagement everyday practices to respond to
the unequal resource control and socjal differentiation. In order to gain de facto
access rights to land, forest resources and other livelihood resources, as well as
maintain their identity, poor villagers have developed various forms of short-term
resistance, such as, spatial and landscape resistance, which may be either collective or
individual. Resistance could be in the forms of open declaration or hidden transcript.
By contrast the wealthy and powerful who have benefited from the implementation of
these policies and programmes, have usually employed strategies of compromise and
negotiation. In the long term in everyday practice, local people have developed
adaptive strategies, such as, the rearrangement of land tenure, social structure, social
relations, and rearrangements of production. Among these, changes in social relations
of production could be considered as the crucial strategy.

This study recommends that future land and forest policies and conservation
and development programmes, should give more attention to diverse ethnic
backgrounds and diversity in culture, Iocal knowledge, the traditional land and
Tesources tenure system, and patterns of land and resource utilization. Land and
forest resources are very important to ethnic minorities, so agricultural land should be
redistributed equally among villagers. Forest land should be allocated to the whole
community in order to benefit all members, as well as provide common places for
cuitural and spiritual practices. The state therefore should recognize customary land
and resources tenure practices of ethnic minorities and legitimize them. Local people
should be brought into the center of development and conservation programmes and
empowered and given more rights in decision-making. Indigenous knowledge and
local rights should be considered as the fundamental premise of development and
conservation development. This study concludes that development and conservation
programmes should equally distribute benefits to ail local people. In order to achieve
both livelihood sustainability and sustainable management of natural resources and
biodiversity in the protected areas, conservation programmes should compensate local
people for what they have lost by excluding them from access to land and forest

résources,
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