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Abstract

The three objectives of this study, “Development of Thai — Laotian Border Settlement
and Trade: A Case Study of Huai Kon Settlement, Amphoe Chaloemphrakiat, Changwat Nan”
are: 1) to study the séttlf;ment and land use of the Huai Kon Community; 2) to study the border
trade and periodic market at the Huai Kon border checkpoint and 3) to study the factors
influencing the travelling of traders and consumers in the periodic market at the Huai Kon border
checkpoint.

Border settlement was investigated by using data from field survey, and the interview
with the elderly in the community. Landuse data were obtained from the analysis of the Landsat
TM 5 satellite images, by comparing the 1997 and 2000 data. Border trading was examined by
using data from secondary sources and field survey. Finally, periodic market was studied by using
data from field survey and interview. The 90 traders and 60 consumers from both Thailand and
Laos were interviewed.

It was found that before 1986 the settlement was not stable. There were always back and
forth movements due to the political factors. However, the pattern of the settlement of Huai Kon
border community at present is the combination of the 7 villages which has Clustered distribution
pattern. Important factors influencing the settlement are all physical factors such as distance to
water resources, geographical characteristics, and transportation routes. Most of the land in Huai
Kon community was used as forest area (94%), while a few area was used in agriculture {5%) and

very few in selltement (1%). This was because the geography of this area where the ‘highland has



a steep slope. However, there were some of the agricultural and settlement areas which are
expanding into a reserved forest area.

Border trade has been expanding since 1994 when there were the transportation routes
improvement and permanent opening of the checkpoint. Although in the past 5-6 years the
quantity and value of the goods passing through this border has not increased much according to
the internal economic situation, it seems to be increased in the future. As for the periodic market
at the Huai Kon border checkpoint, it has been expanding in both categories of goods, and
number of traders and consumers, since its first operation in 1995. The market met on Saturday.
Most of the goods from Laos were hand-woven clothes and their related products, agricultural
and forest goods, while the goods from Thailand were consumption commodities. The factor
affecting the travelling of traders was the distance from their place of residence, while of the
consumers was the variety of goods in the market,

The results of this study not only provide more knowledge and better understanding
about this settlement and border trading but also can be used as a basic information for

development planning of Huai Kon Checkpoint Community. It can also be used as a model to

~ study the settlement and trading in other border areas.





