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Abstract

The thesis is a study of marginal people and process of arena construction for
the struggles over resources. It emphasizes on an analysis of contesting terrain process
of marginal people that how they refer and legitimize their power to access resources.
This is for understanding the strategies of the “Pga-ker-yoeu” movement for their power
to access resources.

The result of this study is that there are 4 main contradictions on the struggles
over resources in “Chom Thong" area: waier use, swidden and burn cultivation, forest
area use, and forest fire. And there are 4 main interest groups conflicted each other:
State, Lowlander, Non-government organization (Dhammanad Foundation), and
Highlander (Pga-ker-yoeu}.

Under the contradictory context, the Pga-ker-yoeu is marginalized and looses
their power and legitimacy on resources management. And the process of
marginalization has 3 steps; 1.) State power extension for controiling resources by law

and policy, 2.) The process of main development encroached “Pga-ker-yoeu"



community, and 3.) The construction of ethnocentric established “Pga-ker-yoeu” as “the
other” in Thai society.

The process of marginalization impacts on “Pra-ker-yoeu” community. They
are fnarginalized on resources management and limited their right to use forest area and
resources. And each of interest group has its own strategy for constructing or defining
resources management.

In the contesting terrain, the “Pra-ker-yoeu” does not succumb to the process
of marginalization. On the contrary, they try to cope and response this process by using
political ecology strétegy. They present themselves as "conservationists” by using 4
main processes; 1) Constructing identity Pga-ker-yoeu 2) Constructing and adjusting
their community organization, 3} Adjusting their traditional rituals, 4) Creating opposite
discourse against the main conservational thought.

The process of “conservationist” construction is the adaptation of the “Pga-
ker-yoer” for coping, responding, and potential creating power to access forest area or

resources management.



