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Abstract

This thesis studies the problems of the reality construction and the space
signification between the power groups. These groups are divided by ethnicity and have
different patterns of economies, societies, politics, and cultures. The research objective is
to increase understanding of context and conditions for adjustment of land use patterns of
each group. This understanding can be used to better analyze the problems of reality
construction and the incongruencé of the space signifidation, which is the basis of power
struggles over the space and over the control of natural resource management. The study
uses two concepts as theoretical framework; power and power relations, and the

technologies of the self.

Findings of the study are threefold. First, signification or space signification is one
type of strategy that is able 1o conceal the exercise of power and control over the space
and natural resources. In the present global context, the exercise of power over the space,
which manifests it self through using violence, has problems of legitimacy and acceptance.
Therefore, in the exercise of power or the claim of power over the space and over the
control of natural resources by competing groups, each group uses a strategy of power,
while concealing their actual desires. In the past, Chinese Nationalist armies constructed
reality and signified the space as land which the Thai government gave to those who
fought the Community Party of Thailand in order to claim rights to occupy and assert

ownership. On the other hand, government work units and hill tribe development projects of




NGOs constructed reality and signified the space to claim legitimacy to assert powers to
control the forest and planting new forests. At the same time, The Lahu also constructed
reality and signified spaces as protecled forest areas to claim legitimacy in order to
establish security in their lives.

Second, the space signification is politics of reality construction between diverse
power groups. Reality and meaning of an space are not things that are formed without
social context, but just the opposite. What is called the “reality” and "meaning” of a space
is formed from the contests for powers to construct reality and signifying spaces. Whether
the meaning of the space is true or not depends on the regime of power and the exercise
of power for the control and assignation of meaning. In the case of the Lahu, signification
of a space involves not only the struggle in constructing reality of physical geography to
claim space control over the management of natural resources, but also involves a power
struggle in constructing reality as a “symbolic order” to claim rights in living with dignity as
a human within a nation-state, and also involves a construction of security of life, security
of the economy and society, as well as confidence in the position of cne's life in this world

and the next.

Third, space signification is a “stage of power struggle" to construct ethnic identity.
Under the conditions of expanding power structure of state and market, the Lahu not only
are deprived of land as production means and incorporated into the new socio-economic
patters, but their confidence in their own ethnicity and ethnic identity are eroded. In the
context and conditions described, the Lahu vigorously carry out forest preservation
activities in order to signify spaces as “the Lahu who protected forest”. In using
technologies of the self, The Lahu signify themselves as “the Lahu-Thai forest preservers”
in order to construct life security, socio-economic security, as well as ethnic security with in

the context of new economy, society, politics, and culture.




