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Abstract

The main objectives of this rescarch are 1) to study the economic
development of Surin city; 2) to analyse urban land use pattern and change during 1976-
1996 ;and 3) to identify factors having influences upon urban land use pattern and change.
The research methodology consisted of two processes as follows. Firstly, various types of
data were collected from related government and private agencies includihg maps, aerial
photographs, socio-economic data, interviews and field surveys. Secondly, the data were
analysed by descriptive method. The study covered three periods concurent with the time
period of the national economic and social development plans: 1976-1983, 1983-1991 and
1991-1996.

According to the national policy on growth center development, Surin city
was designated as one of the secondary growth centers of the northeastern region in the
Fifth National Economic and Social Development Plan. The city of Surin would function
as a commercial and service center, a local agricultural market, and a collection and
distribution center of agricultural products. The result of tﬁis study indicates that Surin has
low potential to be developed as the growth center of the lower northeastern region for
several reasons. The province of Surin mainly produces rice, which is the only important
cash crop. Consequently, this cannot propel the economy to become neither a regional

agricultural market nor a regional commercial and service center. In addition, it cannot
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provide an efficient trickling down effect especially for industrial growth. The economy
cannot absorb surplus agricultural labour, resulting in mass migration to the metropolitan
region. However, urban Surin is still the most important provincial center in terms of its

administrative, commercial, service, industrial and educational functions.

During 1976-1996, the city was transformed from a small local center
into a provincial commercial and service center according to its natural growth and
regional economic development. The urban land use pattern in 1996 does not differ
significantly from that of the initial pattern. This consists of one commercial and service
core surrounded by low-density residential areas and other urban land use types. The city
is expanding along radial roads, especially along the east-west direction.

During 1991-1996, land use change from vacant land and agricultural land
to residential areas, was the most apparent due to the policy on structural transformation of
the northeastern region from agricultural base to semi-agricultural base. Gradually, the city
absorbed more labour force into commercial, service and indusirial sectors, causing rapid
urban expansion as well as high growth rates in real estate, construction, commerce,
service, banking and insurance. The important factors affecting urban pattern included
expansion of infrastructure, availability of public land, land prices, distance from markets,

road network accessibility and land use planning.



