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Abstract

This study is designed to know how people participated in rural
development activities run by Tambon Council and to investigate factors that
influenced people participation- as well as relationship between Tambon Council

Committee and persons concerned.

It is based on both quantitative and qualitative researches. The former is
conducted by means of questionnaire administered to 134 villagers in two
Tambon, two villages each, in order to elicit the factors that influenced people
participlation. The latter is based on Tambon Council development projects in

two Tambon, two projects each, focusing on comparative study.

The research results revealed that low-level factors that influenced people
participation in Tambon Council activities are: their education, membership of
village committee, income, and knowledge of people organization dealing with

development project.




High-level factors that influenced people participation are: membership of

village-level groups and Tambon location.

The intensification of people participation is found in their coming to
receive benefits from the project, while the least is observed in their turning up

to make plan for solving community problems.

The obstacle impeding people participation in Tambon Council activities
is a patron-client system which the Tambon Council Committee manipulated
among local merchants, government officials, and particular group of villagers,
entailing their passive attitude towards Tambon Council. In addition, it is found
that the official interfered with directing, supervising, and helping Tambon
Council works which jeopardized the developmeni of Tambon Council

potentials.
Consequently, the researcher would like to give the following suggestions:

1. Give more opportunity to people in Tamben to participate in Tambon
Council activities by increasing the number of Tambon Council Committee
elected and appointed from different interest groups in community in order to

make it a true people council.

5. Government officials withdraw from interfering in terms of Tambon
Council secretary and advisory board, giving freedom to Tambon Council to run

its activities with minimal invelvement.

3. Allocate more budgets to Tambon Council and provide it with
authority to collect taxes in Tambon area in order that the latter will have more
income to perform its functions. Besides, government officials create a working

system which enables the people in Tambon to play their role, supervising and




inspecting Tambon Council works for the sake of people’s benefits in targeted

area.




