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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyse people participation
in a food sanitation project at a village in Lampang Province,Thailand.
The study applies sociological and anthropological methodologies by
using qualitative and quantitative methods. The thecries used in this
study are derived from four major concepts namely :1)the structure of.
and culture in , Thai bureaucracy ; 2) modern public health vis-a-vis
the state , 3 ) the difference in conceptions of health between the
state and the people , and 4) the concept of people
participation .

This study conceptualizes the three following interrelated
components of people participation

1) Forms of participation are diverse , varying according to
the essence and issues of participation and consistent to the economic,
social and cultural contexts.

2} Essence of participation depending upon the extent to which
people understand and perceive the advantages and disadvantages of the
issues to be participated .

3) Issues of participation depending upon the extent to which
people value its importance whether it has been traditional practice

and whether it can be implemented individually or collectively .



This study has found that forms of people participation in
food sanitation project are diverse and that the essence and issues of
participation followed the stated components except that food
sanitation can be carried out individually .

As far as the essence and the issues of participation are
concerned, the study revealed that it is based on a synthésis of state
conceptions .and people perceptions . If this synthesis is successful,
then people will feel that such issue is necessary and corresponded to
their living practice ; understand and foresee its advantages , people
will have full participation in line with the state direction

In case of unsuccessful synthesis ., people perceive that such
issue is not problematic , unnecessary and inconsistent with their
living practice or do not understand, or understand but do not foresee
its advantages , participation will be partial or varies according to
the economic , social and cultural contexts it originated which often
the state views as no participation from people .

In essence, the aforementioned synthesis hetween the state and
the people depends upon the flexibility of the structure and culture
of Thai bureaucracy in response to the diversity of local economic ,
social and cultural contexts and the difference in conceptions between

the state and people .



