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Abstract

To study "The Spatial Distribution of Crime in Amphoe Muang
Nakhon Si Thammarat"” is to apply the Shaw and Mckay's Ecological
Theory of Crime to study criminal distribution in Thai urban area.
The objectives of this study are: 1) To investigate the patterns of
spatial distribution of person and property crimes. 2) To analyze
the relationship between space and time with the patterns of criminal
distribution of person and property crimes. 3). To analyze causes and
influences of the criminal distribution of person and property crimes.
The methods used in this study were: the historical approach, analysis
by description of distribution from mean center, field survey and
interviews.

The spatial distribution of crimes showed that both person
and property crimes had the highest incidence in the inner city and
decreasing rates in the outer city, inner suburb and outer

suburbrespectively. The most common kind of crimes in the inner city



was property theft in the business district, especially theft of
motorcycles and cars and snatch and run type crimes. In the outer
part of the city and inner suburbs person crimes of murder, assault
and rape had higher incidence in areas with congested living
conditions, while in the outer suburbs incidence of person and
property crimes was evenly distributed.

Analysis of crime distribution by time showed that more person
crimes occurred at night, while property crimes predominated in
daytime. The highest incidence of crimes occurred in the last three
months of the year.

Important factors affecting incidence of crimes were the
difficulty of controlling the 1long, narrow city shape, the
characteritics of land use, the convenience of communication routes,
criminal gangs, social culture, sports, social values, attitudes, and

lack of coordination and rivalry between govermment agencies.



