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Abstract

Homegardens are traditional farming systems which are located within homesteads. The
main function of homegardens is ensuring household nutrient and energy requirements. In this
study, we investigated the diversity of plants and factors that affected plant diversity and
proportion of plants in homegardens. Field surveys were conducted between December 2010 to
December 2011 in four Tai Yai communities of each of three villages (ThamLod, Poong Yam,
Mae La Na and Ban Rai) in Pang Mapha District, Mae Hong Son Province. In each village, at
least 10 households were randomly selected. All used plants in each homegarden were recorded
and the owner was interviewed about vernacular names and uses of parts, using the semi-structure
method. A total of 273 plant species in 81 families were recorded. Additionally, the study showed
that the distance from urban center negatively affected plant diversity and also affected plant
similarities. The proportions of different ethnic groups also affected plant similarities in

homegardens of Shan people.



