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ABSTRACT

The systematics status of the spider genus Mallinella Strand, 1906, the
phylogenetic relationships of species within the genus and their relationships to
other zodariids were analyzed using morphological data and a cladistic methodology.
The presence of posterior ventral spines on the opisthosoma which was considered
as a synapomorphy of the genus is shared among species of Mallinella, Heliconilla
Dankittipakul & Jocqué, Workmania Dankittipakul & Jocqué, Euryeidon
Dankittipakul & Jocqué and Heradion Dankittipakul & Jocqué. Mallinella is
redefined and characterized by a combination of morphological characters. The
genus is clearly paleotropical, occurring in Africa, Asia, Australia, the Bismarck
Archipelago and Polynesia-Micronesia. One hundred and eighty-two Mallinella
species are treated. Ninety-three species are considered as new to science and placed
in twenty-one species-groups, thus making Mallinella the largest zodariid genus. It
is unlikely that the origin of Mallinella dates back more than 100 MYA. Mallinella
or its ancestor is believed to originate during the Cretaceous, after the separation of
South America from Gondwana, and the greater part of its evolution took place
during the Tertiary. The biogeographic history of the genus involves plate tectonics

during the Cretaceous and the Cenozoic in combination with climatic changes and



alternating climatic cycles which might have led to episodes of range expansion,

isolation of populations and speciation.
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