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Abstract

Study of behaviors and adaptation of Asian elephants at Doi Pha Mueang wildlife
sanctuary, Lampang and Lamphun provinces, was done during July 2006 to December 2007.
There were 8 released female elephants (more than 30 years old), and they were released at
different times. General behaviors were movement, eating, resting and comfort behaviors. There
was a significant difference between the frequency of all behaviors of the 8 elephants (P<0.05),
which was not related to the study time and the elephant group. For social behavior, there were 3
elephant groups (2 elephants per group) and there were 2 single elephants. Elephant grouping was
not related to the elephant origins, released time and pre released group. There were several
responses of the elephants when meeting with people, but they wee not aggressive behaviors.
They mostly escaped. Habitat areas of the elephants were the forest near water resource and there
were adequate and diversified food. There was a low frequency of people and elephant conflict.
Around Doi Pha Mueang wildlife sanctuary, people had a little conservation knowledge and
information, but they had a contentment about the elephant reintroduction because it was the
Queen’s project. Doi Pha Mueang wildlife sanctuary staff realize about the elephant conservation
and were happy working.

The study on the learning abilities of Asian elephant in captivity at Chiang Mai zoo from

November 2006 to July 2007 was conducted by observing the learning behavior of 2 elephants,



old male elephant (73 years old) and immature female elephant (9 years old). Self learning
behaviors of the elephants were playing and habituation. Learning behavior taught by 3 keepers
was classical conditioning. In an experiment, 4 models of materials were used: box, hanging
bamboo tube, bamboo tube and log. The box and the hanging bamboo tube were fixed everyday
but the bamboo tube and the log were hidden in different points each day. Each type of the
models was given and data (behavior and time for display behavior) were collected during 9.30-
12.00 am., once a day, on three different occasions, seven days per occasion. The first and the
second occasion were in a 7-day interval. The second and the third occasion were in a 30-day
interval. It was found that there was a significant difference between the responses to the 4
models of the 2 elephants (P<0.05). For the box and the hanging bamboo tube experiment:
model-searching time was decreased until it was stable. There was a significant difference
between the first, second and third occasions (P<0.05). Bamboo tube and log experiment: there
was a significant difference between model-searching time (P<0.05). In some hidden points: there
was a significant difference between the occasions (P<0.05). The elephants could remember

eating pattern better than the model-hidden points.



