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Abstract

Legumes are useful plants for mankind in both direct and indirect ways.
The direct uses of legumes are for nutrition, animal feed, and ground cover.
Indirect uses are to serve as germplasm for improvement of stress resistance and plant
quality. Collection of legume diversity is, therefore, very important and beneficial
to produce the new cultivar and to preserved the genetic resource of the species. In this
study, plant diversity of herbaceous Papilionaceae in the upper north of Thailand was
surveyed during May 1998 to April 199l9. Plant specimens were randomly collected
along the main highways. Three hundred andr twenty plant specimens, collected from
90 sites, were classified into 39 genera and 101 species, of which Desmodium and
Crotalaria were mostly found. The samples were collected at the altitude range from
200 to 2,000 meter above the mean sea level, and the pH was 5-7. Most plants were
growing in the sunny area. The commonly found plants were Aeschynomene
americana L., Crotalaria pallida Aiton and Desmodium triflorum(L)DC. This survey
confirms the diversity of herbaceous Papilionaceae in the upper north of Thailand.

Also, the finding of this study can be used as database for further researches.



