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ABSTRACT

This research was composed of the study on the Economic and Political Roles of the
Local Entrepreneur Groups in Phrae Province B.E. 2518-2553 and the analysis of the role and the
relationship of the local economic structure and the political entrepreneurship of the Phrae
Province. The sample population was consisted of the key informants, whose four families had
been playing an important role in the economics and the politics of the Phrae Province; currently,
they are still living in the Phrae Province currently and including the friends of the four families.
The research tools were composed of the in-depth and structural interviewing arrangements. The
data analysis had been carried out through the method of descriptive analysis.

According to the research, it was found that the Phrae Province had been a small rural
community which was situated in the valley of the mountain range; and its history had long been
linked to the historical legend in the same period of time of the as the Lamphun province and the
Lampang province also known as the Kingdom of Hariphunchai and the Kingdom of
Khelangnakorn respectively. The political and economical systems were the same as the ancient
monarchy system called the Lanna-pre-modern state; and it was under the Siam colonial

relationship with feudal system and with the self-sufficient economy. The economic and the



political change took place after the signing of the Browning Treaty in the year B.E. 2398 under
the name of the Siamese government. After then, the economy of the Siam state seemed to have a
lot of change in term of more trading on teak wood and teak wood became an important export
goods when the Siamese government had to get control of the teak wood trade in the Lanna
region. Thus, the Siamese government canceled the prince colonial state of the Phrae Province
and combined all the prince colonial states to be the Siam nation. In the year B.E. 2445, the role
of the prince and the high class people began to minimize and became lessened due to the revolt
of the Shan people. Then, the Siamese government allowed all the prices including the rice of the
Nan and the Provinces to join the Siamese government and became one country. That was the
reason why the role of the Phrae price and the followers became shortened.

At the same the Phrae entrepreneurs and the investors started to form themselves as
traders and merchants to commercialize teak woods with the British and the Denmark
governments as the middle men, especially, during the decade of the year 2460. These teak wood
traders were amongst the old high class people, the local people and the Chinese entrepreneurs
and investors.

Gradually, these teak-wood traders gathered their capital and invested money; thus, they
could became powerful in term of economics in place of the old high class people group of the
Phrae province. It could be divided into two periods of time. The first period was the time before
the 14" October B.E.2516 incident when the old economic groups in the Phrae Province became
powerful, for instance, the group of the Saen Siriphan’s family. The second period was the time
after the 14" October B.E.2516 incident when the local economic groups became in power. For
example, the group of domestic dwellers and the group of the Chinese people became powerful in
the economic sector of the Phrae Province; amongst these peoples, the family of the Wongwan
group and the family of the Suphasiri group as well as the family of the Ou-aphinyakul group and
the Phanomkwan group seemed to have the dominant in the economy of the Phrae Province.
These four families had monopolized the political power of the Phraec Province and at the
nationwide level. In short, the people representatives and the senate’s as well as the local and
domestic administrators came from these four-family members. These happenings occurred after

the 14" October B.E.2516 incident and it had been carried out all the way upo to the present time.
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In summary, these four-family members had accomplished their enterprises and became the
leading people of the province and of the country including the international enterprises. The
reason they could bring about their political achievement because they utilized the patronage
system in term of teak wood traders and tobacco traders; and these kinds of trading could bring a
lot of money and the money became the backing up of their political power. Thus, these four-
family members became the elites of the Phrae Province from the past till the present time.

Next, it was found that the economic and the political powers of these four-families
derived from the military revolutions and the overthrowing of the Thai government which could
be categorized into 3 types. Firstly, the capital group who had the power and wanted to keep their
economic-political roles so that they could be able to return to their full power; for example, the
Phanomkwan family group came into power after the 19" September B.E. 2549 Military coup de’
ta when the military declared the ruling system of the country under the democracy which had the
King as the ultimate leader (Kho Po Kho). Mr. Kwanchai Phanomkwan, the former Phrae
provincial representative and the representative of the Chat-Thai party was appointed to be the
Prae senate in the upper house of the Thai parliament during the election in March B.E. 2551.

Secondly, the local political group could manage to get an association with the Military
coup de’ ta team (Ro So Cho) in order to keep their own economic and the politic benefits in the
general election which took place in March B.E. 2535. The political party at that time was the
Samakkhi Tham Party which won the election as obtaining the maximum number of seats in the
lower house of the Thai parliament. Consequently, the Samakkhi Tham Party became the core of
the Thai government. At that time, Mr. Narong Wongwan was the chief of the Samakkhi Tham
Party and received an honor to be deputy prime minister when General Sujinda Kraphrayoon was
the Prime Minister of the country.

Thirdly, there were some families who were waiting for an opportunity or waiting for a
chance to take the economical and the political roles in the following elections of the Thai
government. Each family was waiting an occasion to join or to have connection with a political
party or a military coup de’ ta group, for instance, the family of the Suphasiri group as well as the

family of the Ou-aphinyakul group were waiting for a chance to join the military coup de’ ta



group on the revolutionary power seizure which took place on the 23rd February B.E. 2534. In
March B.E. 2535, Mr. Sanit Ou-aphinyakul and Mr. Metha Ou-aphinyakul came into the election

campaign for Phrae province under the patronage of the Samakkhi Tham Party and Mr. Narong
Wongwan was the chief under the patronage of the Samakkhi Tham Party. As the result, there
were two persons elected, Mr. Narong Wongwan and Mr. Metha Ou-aphinyakul. Meanwhile,
after the military coup de’ ta on the 19" September B.E. 2549, the ruling system of the country
under the democracy which had the King as the ultimate leader (Kho Po Kho). It was obvious that
the family of the Suphasiri group as well as the family of the Ou-aphinyakul group were waiting
for the opportunity to return to power in politics, particularly, on the December B.E. 2550 general
election when Mr. Worawat Ou-aphinyakul was elected to be the representative of the Phrae
province; and also Mrs. Panhathai Sereerak who belonged to the Phalang Prachachon Party. She
was also in the family of the Ou-aphinyakul group. Nevertheless, Mrs. Siriwan Prasajaksattru
from the family of the Suphasiri group failed the election; but received a position in the

Democratic Party or Pachathipat Party as the general secretary of the party.



