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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study are 1) to study on the arguments of Phayakam weir
community; a case study of Changkeung Village, Sarapee Sub-district ,Sarapee District, Chiang
Mai Province 2) to study on the characteristic of fighting, the social movement and the solution
to solve the conflicts of Changkeung village, Sarapee sub-district ,Sarapee district, Chiang Mai
province and 3) to study on the solution of the conflicts between the local government and
Phayakam weir community. The qualitative research methodology, for collecting information by
interviewing randomly the people e.g. the leaders, people from community network, academic
staffs and NGOs, is used. The cooperative observation and documentary research are also
efficiently used.

From the study, the conflict that causes from an idea of the structural city development;
constructing the river Ping’s watergate, was found. Therefore, the Phayakam weir, the Tha Wang
Tarn weir and the Nong Phung wire have to be destroyed. Also, having these three wires is
claimed as a reason for flooding problem of Chiang Mai in 2003 and 2005. On the contrary hand,
the solution of destroying the three weirs seems to be prejudiced to the Phayakam weir
community because more than 32,000 rais of agricultural area will be affected. Then, the power

of water management for agriculture in the community could be changed. Besides, destroying the



weir, which represents a local wisdom, is disagreeable for the community. As a result, there is a
social movement of the Phayakam weir community.

Moreover, this study found that many characteristics of social movement e.g. occupying
political territory, symbolic political fighting, legal and public policy fighting and searching for
ally networks are used by the community. For the government, the strategy of occupying political
territory and political communication are used to respond the community in order to reduce the
conflicts.

The solution of the conflicts between the local government and Phayakam weir
community is the cooperative negotiation. This would change the power relationship among
them. Then, more public participation from the community will be revealed. Also, another
solution of this conflict is good governance that would encourage the public participation.
Moreover, processing the policies, which well-combine with the social surrounding and local
culture of the community, is also important.

Therefore, the researcher would like to suggest the solution of the conflict by using the
participation Continuum- the way that everyone in the society can have the participation with
the government continuously. The government has to inform their people on any issues even
though those topics do not need or gain much interest. Accordingly, people would know the
messages from their government. Besides, before making a public hearing, the government has to
ask for the public consideration which opens widely for any agree or disagree ideas and advices
toward the government’s projects. In the other hand, the method of plebiscite could be used in

case of having a high public participation.



