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Abstract

This study is a qualitative research with the following objectives: To study and analyse
physical and socio-cultural changes that occurred since the inscription of Luang Prabang on the
World Heritage List.To study and analyse the factors that influenced policy formulation and the
management of cultural tourism in Luang Prabang’s conservation zone (ZPP-Ua). To study and
analyse characteristics of people’s participation in the management of cultural tourism in Luang
Prabang’s conservation zone (ZPP-Ua). To study and analyse problems, obstacles, limits and

trends in the management of cultural tourism in Luang Prabang’s conservation zone (ZPP-Ua).

The study employs two methods, namely, studying related documents and
other works, and interviewing:State officials in Luang Prabang, consisting of officials in three
state agencies involved in the management of cultural tourism in Luang Prabang’s conservation
zone (ZPP-Ua). The first group are officials from the Planning and Investment Division, Ministry
of Planning and Investment, Luang Prabang District. The second group are officials from the
Office of World Heritage Affairs, Luang Prabang City. The third group are officials from the
Office of Tourism, Luang Prabang City.Residents in Luang Prabang’s conservation zone (ZPP-

Ua).Businessmen and retailers in Luang Prabang’s conservation zone (ZPP-Ua).



The process of data collection will involve in-depth interviews which are unstructured or

unstandardized, along with participant observation.

The result of the study is that, since the inscription of Luang Prabang on the World
Heritage List, there have been physical and socio-cultural changes. Facilities were built to meet
the increasing number of tourists each year. This is a consequence of opening up the country
according to the “New Imagination Policy”, utilising capitalism, the market system and price
mechanism as important tools in economic development. Culturally, Luang Prabang’s traditions,
customs and way of life have been disseminated to tourists as well as the wider global

community.

The process of policy formulation regarding tourism in Luang Prabang still involves the
adoption of policy from the centre, that is, the government. The party’s policy according to social
democracy serves as the guideline for the management of tourism in Luang Prabang. In addition,
capitalism and investment from the private sector have played a greater role in shaping the

economy as well as the expansion of tourism businesses in Luang Prabang.

Regarding people’s participation of people in the development and the conservation of
tourism in Luang Prabang’s conservation zone (ZPP-Ua), policies and regulations of the
government, the state and local state agencies are followed and implemented. There is no real

participation.

This study proposes that people’s participation is a significant part of the development
and the conservation of tourism in Luang Prabang’s conservation zone (ZPP-Ua) as well as the
solution of future problems in the zone. The objectives of this proposal are to build relations and
cooperation between people and other sectors involved in the management of tourism, and to
constitute the foundation of democratization processes in the Lao People's Democratic Republic
as well as to adapt those processes to suit the country’s political, economic and socio-cultural

changes.



