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ABSTRACT 

 

 The purposes of the study “The Relationship between Social State and Women Writers’ 

Works in China and Thailand – A Comparative Study on the Novels and Short Stories of 

Suwannee Sukonta and Zhang Ailing about Female Self Striving for Love at the Turn of Old and 

New Era” are 1) to explore the respective influence of social, political and cultural factors on 

Chinese and Thai women in societies transforming from traditional patterns towards modernity; 

2) to compare the development of female self in man-woman relationship from short stories and 

novels by Chinese and Thai women writers. The study is a critical literature review with the 

comparative literary approach. 

In the history of China and Thailand, due to the limited numbers of women writers, 

female image in both literatures usually were the imagination of men in the context of patriarchal 

society, rather than what they really were, which made the literature history a man-dominated 

history. In both countries, female writers virtually did not appear until the coming of 

democratization at the beginning of 20th century. Female figures in women writers’ works differ 

from older ones in many respects, especially in man-woman relationship, which was under severe 
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restriction in the traditional patriarchal society. In an epoch of social transformation, liberal-

minded women strove with traditions to elevate their own status in the society. They are vividly 

described respectively in Suwannee Sukonta and Zhang Ailing’s works. 

In the 1960s of Thailand, education expansion and economic growth provided more 

opportunities for women to work at public area. The change of economic conditions had great 

influence on women’s status within family. Women thought to seek for their spiritual fulfillment. 

With the spread of democratic ideas, liberal-minded women began to ask for social equality. It is 

true that their efforts for equality were frustrated to some extent in real life, they began to 

establish self identify on their private lives in accordance with social development. 

While in China, at the beginning of 1940s, both domestic and international circumstances 

forced China to strive for political and social progress. In the context of the concurrency of 

political revolution and cultural reform, the development of culture during that period of time was 

amid strong and clear internal-conflicts. As a significant part of cultural transformation, the 

awakening of suppressed women became the mainstream of society. However, women’s own 

status did not changed since the social transformation failed to shake the traditional structure 

under the difficult condition of economics. 

The diversity of social and cultural conditions between China and Thailand during the 

period of social transformation leads to different developing path of women in each country. The 

development of female self consciousness in female writers’ literatures is mainly represented as 

an ideologically progress, which reflects the extent of modernity of one society. 


