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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thesis is to study the causes behind the establishment of a trans-
boundary civil society network set up to protest the blasting and clearing of rapids on the Mekong
River around the Thailand-Laos border, and to analyze the methods used by that network as well
as the factors contributing to its formation, in order to predict the potential for future movements
to develop.

The study employed qualitative research methods for data collection purposes, consisting
of semi-structured interviews, participant and non-participant observation and a review of the
relevant literature.

The study found that the Mekong-Lanna environmental and cultural conservation
network, a trans-boundary civil society movement, was founded in response to the potentially
adverse impacts of the operation to blast and clear rapids along the Mekong River, as a challenge
to the relevant governments’ distortion of the truth, and for the purpose of enhancing the
negotiating power of the locals in their discussions with the Thai Government. The network’s
activities included the organization of panel discussions in Thailand as well as overseas,

cooperation with civil society movements in Lao PDR and the Mekong Sub-region through



the use of networking and the media, as well as the submission of petitions to the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs in the Thai Government, the Chinese Embassy and the United Nations.

The study also found that the cooperation that took place through networking activities at
the local, regional and national levels with the support of NGOs, at the cross-border level between
Thailand and Lao PDR, and at the international level between the Mekong Sub-region and
overseas countries, was key to the success of the operation to oppose the blasting of rapids on the
Mekong, which was temporarily halted in 2004.

Regarding those internal and external factors that affected the potential effectiveness of
the trans-boundary civil society movement, one important internal factor was the communist
governments of China and Lao PDR, which restrict people’s right to protest against them and
their actions, and an important external factor was globalization, a trend which has enabled
economic cooperation to take place between countries in the region, leading to exploitation of the
Mekong River, but which in turn has also encouraged the exchange of knowledge and
cooperation between Mekong civil society groups, through their networking activities.

As a result of these factors, the government of every country involved must consider the
Mekong River’s environment a national issue, and should promote cooperation in order to discuss
and identify solutions across the different sectors involved, as well as establish a network to
monitor the Mekong River, so as to prevent further exploitation.

It is predicted that people within the Mekong region countries will unite to form a trans-
boundary civil society movement; a Mekong People’s Council, which will use the variety of local
cultures in existence in the region as a mechanism to increase transnational cooperation through
a variety of cultural activities, as well as raise consciousness regarding the need to preserve

the ecology of the Mekong River.



