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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study, The Roles of Civil Politics Toward Local
Government: Case Study Of Community Council Of Namkian District, Nan Province,
were to (1) investigate the role, duties, and the status of the Community Organization
Council resulted from the Community Organization Council Act B.E.2551, (2)
examine the effects of the Organization Council within the research site, and (3)
explain the research results regarding the relationship between the establishment of
the Community Organization Council and Thailand’s local administration by using
community approach, political participation, civil politics, and local administration to
explain the relationship under research question process. Semi-structured Interview
was used to collect data in this qualitative research. The samples were political
science and law scholars, and NGO officers. Nonparticipant Observation was used
with the Community Organization Council officers, government officials, members of
the Local Administration Organization Council, members of Namkian Community
Organization Council, representatives of public groups, and local people so as to
collect community physical data. Participant Observation, moreover, was used while
attending the meetings in Namkian sub-district, Phu Phiang district, Nan province.

The findings showed that the role, duties, and practical status of the
Community Organization Council were relevant to decentralization approach, which

leaded to political participation, and the expansion of civil politics. In Direct



Democracy pattern, this would involve people to administer in all local procedures,
and this was to certify the Community Rights and Civil Political Rights Act B.E.2550
Section 66, 67, and 87. As legal status of the Community Organization Council Act,
however, still has several limitations, it has lowered an opportunity of the emersion of
concrete decentralization and counterbalance with Local Administration Organization.
The first reason was because the Community Organization Council had no authority
but “Mission.” Second, its status was not a government office or juristic person.
Third, it lacked its own budget. Finally, it lacked regulations, including related laws in
order to certify political rights of the Community Organization Council. Almost all of
the reasons were from avoiding the confrontation between the Ministry of Social
Resource and Human Security and Ministry of Interior during drafting process of the

Community Organization Council Act.
The establishment of Namkian Sub-district Community Organization Council

benefited the local administration as it had created (1) suitable policies in the local
area, (2) the cooperation between formal and informal leaders in the community, (3)
resolution of problems in representative political system, and (4) reconciliation in
local politics. These results varied in each location depending on the interaction
context of public sector, government officials, and regional and local political

government officials.
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