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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study, Role of State in Natural Resources Management: A Case
Study the Growth of Tourism in Pai District, Mae Hong Son Province, were to analyze the role of
state in natural resources management due to tourism growth, and to examine problems of using
natural resources as tourism grows in Pai district, Mae Hong Son province.

The findings revealed that the government policies on economy, society, politics,
industry, and technology enhanced national prosperity, especially economic development in terms
of using tourism industry and services as stimuli for investment which provided a link to other
industries. As a result, the expansion of tourism business showed efficiently yielded foreign
income as the government barely invested, but the profit was relatively high. Meanwhile, natural
resources are being destroyed and became environmental problems which threatened lives
of people in the country. The consequences of sustainable economic development policies caused
an ongoing destruction of the environment and natural resources. This phenomenon occurred
when the government launched logging concession policy to public, and when they occupied
the land for rental business in order to obtain profits as long as a decade. Consequently,
this problem occurred in a rural area in Pai district, Mae Hong Son province, which especially
resulted form the government policies on tourism promotion in Mae Hong Son province and Pai

district. More businessmen and private investors were interested to run their businesses in the



area, so the expansion of economy and tourism could clearly be observed. Mae Hong Son used
to be closed to the outside world, but it has been opened since 1987. Natural and cultural tourism
promotion of Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT), especially Trekking Tour in Mae Hong Son,
became the most popular activities among tourists, so the increased services and facilities affected
lives in local community both at the present and future time. The environment in Pai has been
neglected by the government, but the number of tourists, businesses, and investors is still
increasing. Hotels, resorts, guesthouses, tour companies, and other services are also expanding
so as to meet with the needs of tourists. This problem related to unstable world dynamics, but the
role of the government and local administration could not catch up with such changes because the
local community in Pai largely depended on external factors. It had become capitalized in terms
of resources exploitation through the mechanisms of state and local administration which have
become increasingly complicated.

To sum up, under power relation between state, investment, and Pai district community,
tourism had been expanded, especially accommodation businesses which mostly belonged
to outside investors and foreigners. They rented and bought the land extensively, and some
common areas are invaded through bribing government officials, local politicians, and community
leaders as published on capital letter Medias such as newspaper and websites. The causes
of forest, land, water resource destruction and degradation in Pai district, Mae Hong Son province,
resulted from power relation between the government, investment, community who seek for their
own benefits and depleted the resources in the community. Solutions found were that a role
of state on administrating local community should be reviewed since the problems were caused by
the state’s wrong tourism policy which failed to separate the economic and environmental
development. As a result, the government should be aware and pay more attention on natural
resources and environment. This would enhance power role to control the area. Related
organizations, both in local and national levels, and, most importantly, strong civil society, as well
as local business groups should be involved in solving problems and managing tourism resources.
Legal action should also be initiated and strictly enforced in order to save the excellent resources
and continuously develop the local area. Ecotourism approach which is mostly related to the local
community should be examined as local people have the rights to mutually benefit from their own

arca.



