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ABSTRACT

The three objectives of this study, ‘Impacts of Gateway Opening to Indochina at
Ban Huai Kon Checkpoint, Tambon Huai Kon, Amphoe Chaloem Phra Kiat, Changwat
Nan.” are : 1) to study the developthent of Ban Huai Kon Checkpoint 2) to .study the
probable effects of being the gatewa); to Indochina on society , culture , economy ,
environment , and tourism of Ban Huai Kon Checkpoint 3) to study the management of
government and private sectors to Ban Huai Kon Checkpoint. The data were analyzed by
using interpretive qualitative techniques and descriptive statistics, .

According to the study, The area in the Huai Kon border is close to economy ,
society and culture with Laos PDR. Specifically, with Numnguen community. Huai Kon
will be a successful border town in the near future. Because advantage of location,
connecting with production areas and resource areas via the transportation network leads
its role as the outstanding connection point in commerce , investment and tourism among
Thailand , Northern Laos PDR , Southern China , and Northern Vietnam. Huai Kon will
have high potential to be gateway to Indochina. These gave Huai Kon transformations,
community change and effects of society , culture , economy , environment , and fourism.
However, the study shows that opening the gateway to Indochina does not affect the
community very much. That reason, there are also some disadvantages of Huai Kon which
will be considered in this study as follows : being a mountainous area of the national
reservation forest and low economic performance of Lao PDR which will effect the
border town development policy of Thai side.

In this study development of Ban Huai Kon Checkpoint , relationships between

Thai and Lao PDR and border trade are presented the results of this study did not only



provide more knowledge and better understanding but also can be used as a basic
information for developments. This study proposes the guidelines of development plan for
Huai Kon border area by emphasizing a well — prepared infrastructure , border facilities and

growing comumunity which base on its potentials,



