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ABSTRACT

There are two aims in this study: 1) To understand the process of change in the Tai Lu
society and their ways of life in Ban Thin village as they try to preserve the Tai Lu identity in
Sipsong Panna while under the development policy of the Government of China since the end of
the 1970s to the year 2004; 2) to study the core activities of the New Year’s Festival that reflect
the Dual Society at Ban Thin village.

The author studies the state of Dual Society in Sipsong Panna which is in the process of
change socially and culturally. “Dual Society” is the coexistence between Han culture and the Tai
Lu’s ways of life and its expression through organized social events, especially the annual New
Year Festival in April. The extent of their respective influences varied over time, depending on
the expansion into Sipsong Panna of Chinese values and practices. The study divides the state of
Dual Society into 3 main periods. First, from 1949 to the beginning of 1960s or the period that
China was reforming towards socialism. During this period, society remained static while the
administrative and economic affairs were controlled by the Central Chinese Government. The
second period is from the middle of the 1960s to the end of the 1970s. This was the time of the
Cultural Revolution under Mao Zedong when both dualism and Tai Lu identity were suppressed
by the ideological chaos in China as cultural differences were rejected by the leadership. The last
period started from the end of the 1970s. During this time, China placed priority on economic
development and opened the country to welcome foreign investments. Society during this period

has clearly been leaning towards consumerism.



The social changes in Sipsong Panna’s society during these 3 periods were mainly caused
by external factors. Whenever the society was overly inclined towards the external influences, the
Tai people would retrieve some internal practices to maintain the balanced coexistence between
the Tai and the Han in Sipsong Panna such as the revival of Buddhism and the displays of Tai
people’s identity in the Tai Lu’s New Year Festival. It is normal that the Tai people would want
to show the Han people that they can still preserve their heritage and also to counteract to the
extreme forms of development towards consumerism that the Han people represent. It is the
traditional customs that attract both young and elderly Tai people to place a greater emphasis on

and to pay more attention to their own cultural heritage although the space for it is limited.



