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ABSTRACT

The main objective of this research was to study the level of understanding of
government officials in the Southern Muslim culture in Pattani province.

Data were drawn from observation, interviews and related documents. 255 samples in the
study included police officers and Local Administration Department officers, working in Pattani
province. The computer program was used to process quantitative data. Statistical methods used
to analyze data involved percentage, mean and ANOVA.

The findings were:

1. The respondents’ level of understanding in the Southern Muslim culture was quite

high.

2. Considering each component of the understanding in the Southern Muslim culture, it
could be stated that the respondents’ understanding in the general principle of Islam
was highest, followed by the relevance of the implementation of the government
policy to the local context.

3. Factors significantly influencing the respondents’ understanding in the Southern
Muslim culture were their gender, age, level of education, religious belief, work
period, government agency, rank, work period in Pattani province, income, having

Muslim relatives, and ability in using Malayan language.



