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ABSTRACT

This research was aimed at studying the constitution of significance and
identity of “Development” between the state and people in the southern border village named
“Ban Thung Phatthana”, located in Satun Province. Another aim was to present the information
which was the alternatives used for social adaptation from several relatives’ sectors. Qualitative
research methodology, including documented data collecting, interviewing 34 target people and
participatory observation, was used in this study. Discourse Concept, Theories of the State and
Development Theorics were adopted to describe the power relation between state and people
throughout the development issue.

The results showed that state perceived Development as the same definition of
prosperity, modernization, westernization, industrialization and economic growth. Besides,
“Development” also had a strong relation with security and participation, especially the
development and security; both have acted as an important principle of national establishment
since year 1957. People, meanwhile, conceived “Development” into two definitions. First, people
defined development was an issue of material prosperity, modernization, technology, occupation
opportunities and so on, whereas, the second was the prosperity of moral, ethic and man-kind
value. People believed that underneath a good development, it should be resulted into both
material and moral prosperity.

Particular the discursive practice of Development, it was found that village was turn out
to be stage of hegemony, conflict, opposition between state and people as to constitute the
development’s concept. State used “Development” as a tool for intervention village as mainly

focusing on state security establishment. Many projects were decided to build up within village



including the improvement of infrastructure, commercial agricultural practice, western education,
modern public health, international culture and custom as well as established the representative
agency and brought up modern technological devices in to village. In the constitution of
discourse, state applied image making technology, separation, individualization, exclusion ect., in
order to built up itself correctly. However, people were not passive act or looking forward to
receive the result of development policy from state only. Once people disagreed to some issues,
tﬁey would response to the state both directly and indirectly via remaining inéctive, being
obstinate, resisting, and performing the demonstration. An important tool which people used as
defensive discourse was separation in which determined Thai state excluded from society as well
as claiming the sacred power, religion regulations, believes and Islamic culture.

About alternatives to development, many sectors agreed that society should re-adjust
attitude towards living by which conceiving the differences of ethnicity, religion, and cultures are
worth and beautiful. Particularly in economic issue, state should encourage people to preserve
their Islamic production strategies, pointing out the morality and helpfulness. In addition, religion
leaders agreed that state should strongly support the application of Islamic teaching, law and

regulation to the development of community.



