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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study 1) the characteristics of the
vote buying in the general elections 2) the Election Commission’s solution to the vote
buying problems and 3) the obstacles in solving the vote buying problems.

The study was qualitative in nature. Data were collected from in-depth
interviews with 24 respondents, who were the Director of the Chiang Mai province
Election Commission, the members of the Chiang Mai province Election
Commission, the Director of the Electoral Constituency and the members of the
Electoral Constituency.

The findings were: The vote buying was still a very important problem. It
was not possible for the Election Commission alone to solve the problem because the
vote buying involved so many people, both the politicians and the electors. Some
politicians and their canvassers were influential figures. Moreover, people in general
were not instrumental to the Election Commission in solving the problem because
they had benefited from the vote buying or feared for their own safety.



